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UPDATE: The Great
Northern Transmission
Line has developed
refined route
alternatives (in purple).
Input gathered from
the October 2012
and April 2013 public
meetings, ongoing
agency meetings, and
comments submitted
through our website,
hotline, and email
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Detailed maps available online at: www.GreatNorthernTransmissionline.com/map/
} Project Phases } Meeting Purpose
Minnesota Power is proposing to build the Great Northern The September public open house meetings will allow
Transmission Line to bring clean, emission-free energy into land! keholders, and i | members of the public
Minnesota, meet growing energy demands and increase system o learn more about the project and our transmission line routing
reliability. The Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two  process, discuss questions and concerns with .
transmission lines: our project team, and give us input that we e D
* Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian can carefully review and consider as we select
border to Minnesota’s Iron Range, and routes for the state and federal permitting
* Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit transmission line from the processes.
Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota. —

Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, sifing, and
permitting process for Phase 1. We fully anficipate both phases > For More Information
of the Project to be constructed; however, the 500 kV line is our Call: 877.657.9934

initial priority. At this point, a timeframe has not been determined

www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com
‘when Minnesota Power will continue development of Phase 2.

info@GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com

If you can't attend in person or want more information, visit our online meeting anytime September 9-30, 2013. Online
meetings provide video clips along with the same maps and information boards used at the open house meetings.

www.GreatNorthernTransmissionline.com

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE

| Greenbush _ Greenbush Community Center
MEETING NEAR YOU! Thorsday }10':. ST
Stop by anytime during one of the meetings listed below. September 12 P Greenbush, MN 56726
No formal presentation will be given. The project team will be Roseau 5 Roseau Civic Center
available to give small group tours and answer your questions. Thursday 7'°"r‘“' 121 Center Street East
Informational materials and detailed maps will be displayed at ~ September 12 P™  Roseau, MN 56751

each open house. Light refreshments will be provided. Baudette 1" Baudette Ambulance Garage
am -

Friday 0= 111 First Ave SW

September 13 P Baudette, MN 56623

Taconite 5 Taconite Community Center
pm -

Monday o 26 Haynes Street South

MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS FOR PHASE 1% Sepiembeglc) [ocone NS ZES)

Date and Cir Venue Name & Add Blackduck _ Blackduck Public High School
O NETD (9 Tuesday 2PM 156 1st Street NE
Clearbrook 3 Clear Waters Life Center Littlefork Nam. Littlefork Community Center
Monday S PM - 956 2nd Ave SW. Wednesday 1o 220 Main Street
September 9 P™  Clearbrook, MN 56634 September 18 ” Littlefork, MN 56653
Grygla - Grygla Community Center Northome 5 om . Northome Public School
Tuesday 1 M 127'S Main Ave Wednesday 7” 11731 MN Hwy 1
September 10 PM  Grygla, MN 56727 September 18 PM " Northome, MN 56661
Thief River Falls ¢ Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room Bigfork am. Bigfork City Hall
Tuesday 5 P 525 Brooks Avenue North Thursday 1 o200 Main Ave
September 10 P™ " Thief River Falls, MN 56701 September 19 P™  Bigfork, MN 56628
Lancaster Lancaster Community Center Grand Rapids Timber Lake Lodge

Tam- 5pm-

Wednesday : 118 Central Ave S Thursday >y 144 SE 17th Street
September 11 P™  Lancaster, MN 56735 September 19 P™  Grand Rapids, MN 55744

*Meetings for the routing process of Phase 2 - the 345 kV line - have not been scheduled at this time. Phase 2 has been deferred until further nofice.
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l. Summary
Minnesota Power hosted a series of 13 in-person public open house meetings from September
9-13 and September 16-19, 2013. An online open house meeting was open from September 9-
30, 2013 to gather input from local stakeholders and the public on the narrowed proposed
route alternatives of the Great Northern Transmission Line.

a. Meeting Attendance

A total of 683 invitees attended the meetings. A table of attendance by week and meeting is
located in Section IIl.

b. Meeting Materials
= Overview handout
= Comment form
= Exit Survey form
» Two sets of Information Boards:
Project overview
Meeting regional needs
Local economics
Route alternatives
Routing process
Regulatory process
Preliminary structure design (3)
Typical structures
Right-of-way acquisition process
o Electric & Magnetic Fields (EMF)
Sign-in sheets
Resource materials:
o MP Energy Forward program overview
o EMF handout
o Copies of information boards
Two GIS mapping stations
Large aerial maps

O O O O O O O O O

c. General Comments and Surveys
To collect feedback during the open house meetings, comment forms and a one-page exit
survey were made available in every meeting handout given to attendees. Comment forms
and surveys could be submitted during the open house meeting in one of the two comment
boxes or mailed to HDR following the meeting by folding and placing a stamp on the back of
the comment form.

We received approximately 102 comment forms and 245 exit surveys at the 13 open houses.
Many of both forms were mailed in the weeks after the meetings.

d. Mapping Comments
In order to streamline the collection of comments on the detailed aerial maps, HDR used a
system that required each project team member to place a sticker dot (initials and dot
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number) in the location of the map comment, record comment information in their
notebooks, and log comments into the comment tracker spreadsheet at the end of each week
of open house meetings. From this process, approximately 91 mapping comments were
collected. Table 1 identifies the comment category, number, and major topics collected

during the meetings.

Homes/Structures 21
Agriculture /Farming 21
Land 19
Airport /Airstrip 10
Natural Resources 8
Cultural Resources 3
Recreation 3
Utility 2
Wildlife 2
Mining 1

Development 1

Transportation 0

Total 91

lI. Outreach

The following forms of communication were used to reach out to stakeholders and landowners
within the project study corridors to promote the open house meetings.

a. Mailings
Landowners within the project study corridor were sent postcard mailings inviting them to the
open house meetings. In total, there were 40,982 mailings sent. The list included landowners,
those that had signed up for the mailing list or submitted a comment, previous meeting
attendees, and former elected officials. There were also emails sent as a reminder for the
meetings to landowners that provided email addresses. All mailings directed recipients to the
project hotline number (877.657.9934), email (info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com), and

website (www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com) for more information about the project
and meetings.

Stakeholders - city, state, township, and county representatives, non-government
organizations, and tribal contacts - were also sent a letter and map inviting them to the open
house meetings. There were a total of 3,470 stakeholder letters mailed on August 14, 2013.

b. Media

Paid advertisements that listed meeting dates and times were sent to 31 publications in the
project study area. Press releases that further explained the project and announcing the open

house meetings were sent to 29 media outlets. For a table showing the list of publications,
refer to Appendix A.


mailto:info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com
http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
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c. Website/Online Open House Meeting
The project’s website announced the public meetings weeks before the first meeting. It also
encouraged those who could not attend in person to experience the online open house
meeting. This part of the website featured videos from the project and communication team,
additional information categorized by topic, and a tour format similar to what attendees
experienced+4ile at an open house meeting. This online open house was made available
from April 1y 5, 2012. For website statistics information, refer to Appendix B.

lll. Open House Overview
The open house meetings occurred in 7 locations in northwestern Minnesota from September
9-13, 2013, and 6 locations in northeastern Minnesota from September 16-19, 2013. The
meeting locations were determined by considering the proximity of the location to the route
alternatives and travel distance for landowners. An overview map of the area and meeting
locations is located below; Table 2 shows meeting location and attendance information.

Table 2: Number of Attendees per Meeting Location

Date & Time Meeting Attendees
Mon, Sept 9 5-7pm Clearbrook 82
Tues, Sept 10 11am-1pm Grygla 36
Tues, Sept 10 5-7pm Thief River Falls 95
Wed, Sept 11 11am-1pm Lancaster 37
Thurs, Sept 12 11am-1pm | Greenbush 27
Thurs, Sept 12 5-7pm Roseau 53
Fri, Sept 13 11am-1pm Baudette 20
Mon, Sept 16 5-7pm Taconite 44
Tues, Sept 17 5-7pm Blackduck 61
Wed, Sept 16 11am-1pm Littlefork 28
Wed, Sept 16 5-7pm Northome 53
Thurs, Sept 17 11am-1pm | Bigfork 61
Thurs, Sept 17 5-7pm Grand Rapids 86
Total 683
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E Outlet ‘ Paid Ad Press Release ‘
Bagley Farmers Independent Wed Sep 4 v
Baudette Region Tues Sep 3 v
Cloquet Pine Journal Thu Sep 5 v
Western Itasca Review Thu Sep 5 v
Duluth Budgeteer News Sun Sep 8 v
Duluth News-Tribune g:- r#is; eF;J56 v
Erskine Echo Thu Sep 5 v
Fertile Journal Wed Sep 4 v
Floodwood Forum Thu Sep 5 v
Fosston Thirteen Towns Tue Sep 3 v
Grand Rapids Herald-Review \clvicéssizﬁ? v
Greenbush Tribune Wed Sep 4 v
Grygla Eagle Wed Sep 4
Hermantown Star Thu Sep 5 v
Karlstad North Star News Thu Sep 5 v
Kittson County Enterprise Wed Sep 4 v
Leader-Record Wed Sep 4 v
Oklee Herald Wed Sep 4 v
Proctor Journal Thu Sep 5 v
Red Lake Falls Gazette Wed Sep 4 v
Mcintosh Times Wed Sep 4
Roseau Times-Region Sat Sep 7 v
Scenic Range News Forum Thu Sep 5 v
The American Sun Sep 8 v
The Bemidji Pioneer TT:LrjiSSeeF;%& v
The Hibbing Daily Tribune ThF‘;iSSZ%sé& v
The Littlefork Times Fri Sep 6 v
Thief River Falls Times, Inc. Wed Sep 4 v
Warren Sheaf Wed Sep 4 v
Warroad Pioneer Tues Sep 3 v
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Top 10 pages

Connecting Manitoba and Minnesote
Unique Avg. Time

Page Visitors on Page

. .. Home 108 0:01:03

108 unique visitors Joverview 29 | 00111

/routing 27 0:01:10

/project-need 23 0:00:42

14 /map 18 0:02:14
12 outreach 18 0:02:16
/project-benefits 18 0:00:29

10 /right-way 18 | 0:01:03
8 /design 17 0:01:13
/permitting 17 0:00:16

Weekend
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Videos (New Sept 2013) How visitors navigated to the Online Meeting Page

Video Plays

Routing the line 185 ) )
About the project 7 Step1 NSNS Step2 EEEEEEEE) Destination
FR’Ig‘jAEICt phasing ; s 1’29 i a‘zg;lfmvolvedf iw ?&\;ne Meeting
About Minnesota Power 5 Home
Project need 5
Welcome 3
c|ean Energy 3 ﬁ_t;ewsf ﬁ rzn;wsrannou...g—ﬂs—EU‘IBi
Comments Received e
. Sept9 - §§ [resources/
Med To dat — 919 T
edia 30,2013 o date is Tewa)‘aﬂnou 9192013
Web 23 167
Hotline 10 89 i e LIS
Email 2 120 - ;
Mailing List 23 237 L BYS L
Meeting forms 126 126 P
Survey 186 186

Note: All statistics were adjusted to exclude hits from Minnesota Power and HDR.
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Minnesota Power is hosting public open house
Attend a meeting to: meetings for the proposed Great Northern
* Learn about'the project Transmission Line from the Canadian border
and the routing process through the Iron Range to near Duluth, MN. The
line will deliver hydropower from Manitoba
Hydro to customers in the U.S. We hope to
gather your input to help us evaluate our route
alternatives.

Venue Name & Address

* Discuss routing process with project
team members.

* Provide input as we select routes
for the state review process.

Clearbrook 50m - 7om Clear Waters Life Center
Monday, Sept 9 PmM = /PM 256 2nd Ave SW, Clearbrook, MN 56634
Grygla Grygla Community Center

1Tam - Tpm

Tuesday, Sept 10 127 S Main Ave, Grygla, MN 56727

Thief River Falls 50m - 7om Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room
Tuesday, Sept 10 pm - /p 525 Brooks Ave North, Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Lancaster Lancaster Community Center

1Tam - 1pm

Wednesday, Sept 11 118 Central Ave S, Lancaster, MN 56735

Greenbush Greenbush Community Center

Taureckyy Sat 12 e =Ent {0 i 81N @iz, N G720
Roseau 5om - 7om Roseau Civic Center

Thursday, Sept 12 P P 121 Center Street East, Roseau, MN 56751
Baudette Baudette Ambulance Garage

1Tam -1pm

Friday, Sept 13 111 First Ave SW, Baudette, MN 56623

Taconite Taconite Community Center

Monday, Sept 16 It < 7 26 Haynes Street South, Taconite, MN 55786
Blackduck 50m - 7om Blackduck Public High School

Tuesday, Sept 17 PM = 7PM 156 1st Street NE, Blackduck, MN 56630
Littlefork 11am - 1om Littlefork Community Center

Wednesday, Sept 18 PM 220 Main Street, Littlefork, MN 56653
Northome 50m - 7om Northome Public School

Wednesday, Sept 18 PM = 7PM 11731 MN Hwy 1, Northome, MN 56661
Bigfork Bigfork City Hall

Thursday, Sept 19 ULICLA S Uz
Grand Rapids

Thursday, Sept 19 Sfpim = 7P

200 Main Ave, Bigfork, MN 56628

Timber Lake Lodge
144 SE 17th Street, Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Can’t attend in person? Join our online meeting from September 9-30:
GreatNorthernTransmissionline.com/online-meeting

visit www.GreatNorthernTransmissionline.com for more information
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NEWS

Minnesota Power to host open houses throughout
region for Great Northern Transmission Line Project

Duluth, Minn. — Minnesota Power will host thirteen public open house meetings beginning September 9 to
gather additional input and provide information on its Great Northern Transmission line. The information will
focus on the project’s refined route alternatives for the Phase 1, s 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian
border to Minnesota’s Iron Range. The public meetings will be an open house format with no formal
presentations. Project team members will be available to give small group tours and answer your questions.

Those who are unable to attend a meeting in person can visit an online open house meeting site from
September 9-30 at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting. The same information will be
available at the in-person and online open house meetings.

Join us at one of the open house meetings near you. Times, dates, and locations of each open house
meeting are listed below. A listing of the open houses also can be found on the project website at
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com and through the project information line at (877) 657-9934. Materials
used during the open houses will be available on the project website along with an interactive map of the
route alternatives. Input received during in-person and online open houses on the route alternatives will be
reviewed and considered while developing preferred routes.

Date & Time Venue Name & Address

Monday Clear Waters Life Center
September 9" 256 2™ Avenue SW
5-7pm Clearbrook, MN 56634
Tuesday Grygla Community Center
September 10" 127 S Main Ave
11am-1pm Grygla, MN 56727
Tuesday Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room
September 10" 525 Brooks Avenue North
5-7pm Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Wednesday Lancaster Community Center
September 11" 118 Central Ave S
11am-1pm Lancaster, MN 56735
Thursday Greenbush Community Center
September 12 244 Main St N
11am-1pm Greenbush, MN 56726
Thursday Roseau Civic Center
September 12t 121 Center Street East
5-7pm Roseau, MN 56751
Friday Baudette Ambulance Garage
September 13" 111 First Ave SW
11am-1pm Baudette, MN 56623

February 25, 2014



http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting
http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/

Date & Time Venue Name & Address

Monday Taconite Community Center
September 16" 26 Haynes Street South
5-7pm Taconite, MN 55786
Tuesday Blackduck Public High School
September 17t 156 1% Street NE
5-7pm Blackduck, MN 56630
Wednesday Littlefork Community Center
September 18" 220 Main Street
11am-1pm Littlefork, MN 56653
Wednesday Northome Public School
September 18 11731 MN Hwy 1
5-7pm Northome, MN
Thursday Bigfork City Hall
September 19" 200 Main Ave
11am-1pm Bigfork, MN 56628
Thursday Timberlake Lodge
September 19* 144 SE 17" Street
5-7pm Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Minnesota Power is proposing to build the Great Northern Transmission Line to deliver clean, emission-free
hydropower to customers in Minnesota, meet growing energy demand, and increase system reliability. The
Great Northern Transmission Line consists of two transmission lines, built in two phases:

e Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota's Iron Range.

e Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit line from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota.
Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, siting, and permitting process for Phase 1. We fully
anticipate both phases of the Project to be constructed; however, the 500 kV line is our initial priority. At this
point, a timeframe has not been determined when Minnesota Power will continue development of Phase 2.

The final route will be approved by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission through the state application
process and the Department of Energy will approve the project through the federal National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process. Construction of Phase 1 is expected to begin in 2017, and be in service by June
1, 2020. Minnesota Power is currently in the environmental and regulatory review stage of the project.
Agencies, officials, tribes, and landowners with jurisdiction or property within the Great Northern Transmission
Line notice area received a notification letter in early August of the Certificate of Need, or CN, process. The
CN is the first major step in the state regulatory process. The CN process determines if the project is
necessary and determines project end points. Minnesota Power will submit a CN application in September
2013 and anticipates the CN process to be completed by late-summer 2014. Visit
www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com for more information.

Minnesota Power, a division of ALLETE, provides electricity in a 26,000-square-mile electric service area in
northeastern Minnesota. Minnesota Power supplies retail electric service to 144,000 customers and
wholesale electric service to 16 municipalities. Minnesota Power’s transmission and distribution components
include 8,866 miles of lines and 169 substations. Minnesota Power's transmission network, a critical
component of regional electric grid reliability, is part of a larger transmission organization called the Midwest
Independent System Operator (MISO).

The statements contained in this release and statements that ALLETE may make orally in connection with
this release that are not historical facts, are forward-looking statements. Actual results may differ materially
from those projected in the forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements involve risks and
uncertainties and investors are directed to the risks discussed in documents filed by ALLETE with the
Securities and Exchange Commission

HiHt

Minnesota Power e 30 West Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota 55802
www.allete.com


http://www.bssetransmissionline.com/
https://www.midwestiso.org/
https://www.midwestiso.org/
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Join us at an open
house meeting near you

Minnesota Power is proposing to build the Great
Northern Transmission Line project to bring clean,
emission-free energy into Minnesota, meet growing
energy demands and increase system reliability. The
Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two

transmission lines:

e Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the

Canadian border to Minnesota’s Iron Range Please attend a meeting near you in
e Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit transmission line September or join the online meeting on
from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota. our website to allow us to gather your input
to help us select routes for the state and
Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, federal permitting processes.

siting, and permitting process for Phase 1. We fully
anticipate both phases of the Project to be constructed;
however, the 500 kV line is our initial priority. At this
point, a timeframe has not been determined when

Minnesota Power will continue development of Phase 2.

Great Northern Transmission Line - Route Alternatives Map (Fall 2013)

http://click.bsftransmit7.com/...r.aspx?pubids=9940%7c87%7c6538%7c905&digest=czsyl04CWBKyjHhXU%2bYm3w&sysid=1[2/24/2014 2:44:49 PM]


http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c35%7c6538%7c905&digest=xPKvDW4E6%2fGCgc5y%2fh22WQ&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c35%7c6538%7c905&digest=xPKvDW4E6%2fGCgc5y%2fh22WQ&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c36%7c6538%7c905&digest=0vDIUraoN9n%2brrT9fDwOkg&sysid=1
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% Meeting Location
[ Blackberry Substation
I Phase | - Refined Route Alternatives (Fall 2013) o
7/ Phase |l - Deferred

P Phase | - Route Alternatives (Spring 2013)

Motice Area \{ Crow Wik
.._-:qg— A ,1ﬁm; [ T Courty
>> view larger map
>> view detailed maps

Open House Meeting Schedule

>=> View a Google map of meeting locations

Stop by anytime during one of the meetings listed below. No formal presentation will be given. The
project team will be available to give small group tours and answer your questions. Informational

materials and detailed maps will be displayed at each open house. Light refreshments will be provided.

Clearbrook Clear Waters Life Center

Monday 5pm - 7pm 256 2nd Ave SW

September 9 Clearbrook, MN 56634

Grygla Grygla Community Center

Tuesday 1lam - 1pm 127 S Main Ave

September 10 Grygla, MN 56727

Thief River Falls Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room
Tuesday 5pm - 7pm 525 Brooks Avenue North

September 10 Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Lancaster Lancaster Community Center

http://click.bsftransmit7.com/...r.aspx?pubids=9940%7c87%7c6538%7c905&digest=czsyl04CWBKyjHhXU%2bYm3w&sysid=1[2/24/2014 2:44:49 PM]


http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c37%7c6538%7c905&digest=ltZRu0fa%2fJfF1WL3jkNsZQ&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c38%7c6538%7c905&digest=9DZfsnj0tpVvhh2d3l6BaQ&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c39%7c6538%7c905&digest=a6l9sW1KLbb6viI1%2f2pI1Q&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c30%7c6538%7c905&digest=MhvgQyjP216MFijlWuDSxg&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c30%7c6538%7c905&digest=MhvgQyjP216MFijlWuDSxg&sysid=1
http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c31%7c6538%7c905&digest=%2buKdoXAupwB7qqe6OnZRgA&sysid=1
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Wednesday 1lam - 1pm 118 Central Ave S

September 11 Lancaster, MN 56735
Greenbush Greenbush Community Center
Thursday 1lam-1pm 244 Main St N

September 12 Greenbush, MN 56726
Roseau Roseau Civic Center

Thursday 5pm - 7pm 121 Center Street East
September 12 Roseau, MN 56751

Baudette Baudette Ambulance Garage
Friday 1lam - 1pm 111 First Ave SW

September 13

Baudette, MN 56623

Taconite Taconite Community Center
Monday 5pm - 7pm 26 Haynes Street South
September 16 Taconite, MN 55786
Blackduck Blackduck Public High School
Tuesday 5pm - 7pm 156 1st St NE

September 17 Blackduck, MN 56630
Littlefork Littlefork Community Center
Wednesday 1lam - 1pm 220 Main Street

September 18 Littlefork, MN 56653
Northome Northome Public School
Wednesday 5pm - 7pm 11731 MN Hwy 1
September 18 Northome, MN 56661
Bigfork Bigfork City Hall

Thursday 1lam - 1pm 200 Main Ave

September 19 Bigfork, MN 56628

Grand Rapids Timberlake Lodge

Thursday 5pm - 7pm 144 SE 17th Street

September 19

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Can't attend a meeting in person?

Join our online meeting from September 9 - September 30
at: www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting/

» Meeting Purpose

The September public open house meetings will allow landowners, stakeholders, and interested members
of the public to learn more about the project and our transmission line routing process, discuss questions
and concerns with our project team, and give us input that we can carefully review and consider as we

select routes for the state and federal permitting processes.

http://click.bsftransmit7.com/...r.aspx?pubids=9940%7c87%7c6538%7c905&digest=czsyl04CWBKyjHhXU%2bYm3w&sysid=1[2/24/2014 2:44:49 PM]


http://click.bsftransmit7.com/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=9940%7c32%7c6538%7c905&digest=V3sIYAW7el3g%2bKMMWOmEBA&sysid=1
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» For more information

Visit: www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com
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® innesota power /30 west superior street / duluth, minnesota 55802-2093 / 218-722-5642 / www.mnpower.com

August XX, 2013

NAME
TITLE
ADDRESS
ADDRESS

RE: Update on Great Northern Transmission Line and Invitation to Upcoming Open House
Meetings

Dear,

Minnesota Power, in the interest of partnership, wants to share with you the latest information about the
Great Northern Transmission Line. There are two main updates you should know: 1) an additional round
of open house meetings will be held in September to gather comments and input from stakeholders across
the 500 kV transmission line route alternatives; and 2) the routing and permitting schedule for the 345 kV
double-circuit transmission line segment from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minn. is being deferred for
the time being. Minnesota Power expects permitting on this segment will not commence for at least a few
years.

The Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two transmission lines:
e Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota’s Iron Range
e Phase 2: 345 kV double-circuit transmission line from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minn.

Minnesota Power fully anticipates both phases of the Project will be constructed; however, the 500 kV
line is our initial priority. Therefore, Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, siting, and
permitting process for Phase 1 of the Project and will focus on the Certificate of Need and Route Permit
Applications to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and the Presidential Permit Application to the
United States Department of Energy for the 500 kV transmission line.

Minnesota Power has developed and refined route alternatives for the Project based largely on stakeholder
input and will host its third round of open house meetings at 13 locations throughout the Project area
during the weeks of September 9 and September 16, 2013.

The following tables provide detailed information for each of the open house meetings. You are
encouraged to attend and share your feedback with the Project Team. Minnesota Power is also hosting an
online open house meeting for those who cannot attend or want more information. Visit us online at
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting from September 8 — September 29, 2013. We
also encourage you to review the enclosed map (Figure 1) for these refined route alternatives.

AN/AI_LETE cCoOMPANY
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Date & Time Venue Name & Address

Date & Time

innesota power /30 west superior street / duluth, minnesota 55802-2093 / 218-722-5642 / www.mnpower.com

Venue Name & Address

Monday Clear Waters Life Center Monday Taconite Community Center
September 9" | 256 2" Avenue SW September 16" 26 Haynes Street South
5-7pm Clearbrook, MN 56634 5-7pm Taconite, MN 55786
Tuesday Grygla Community Center Tuesday Blackduck Public High School
September 10" | 127 S Main Ave September 17" | 156 1° Street NE
11am-1pm Grygla, MN 56727 5-7pm Blackduck, MN 56630
Tuesday Ezi)pr: Engelstad Arena Imperial Wednesday Littlefork Community Center
h th :

:e;)tember 10 525 Brooks Avenue North ?t:pter?ber 18 iZOlM?mkSt&T\le;%S?’

“/pm Thief River Falls, MN 56701 am-ipm ittlefork,
Wednesday Lancaster Community Center Wednesday Northome Public School
September 11" | 118 Central Ave S September 18" | 11731 MN Hwy 1
11am-1pm Lancaster, MN 56735 5-7pm Northome, MN
Thursday Greenbush Community Center Thursday Bigfork City Hall
September 12" | 244 Main St N September 19" | 200 Main Ave
11am-1pm Greenbush, MN 56726 11am-1pm Bigfork, MN 56628
Thursday Roseau Civic Center Thursday Timber Lake Lodge
September 12" | 121 Center Street East September 19" 144 SE 17" Street
5-7pm Roseau, MN 56751 5-7pm Grand Rapids, MN 55744
Friday Baudette Ambulance Garage
September 13" | 111 First Ave SW
11am-1pm Baudette, MN 56623

Minnesota Power appreciates your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line Project and

looks forward to working with you. For more information, visit our Project website at

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or call our Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you

have questions or comments, please contact Jim Atkinson at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com.

Sincerely,

oo 1 M

Jim Atkinson
Environmental Lead
Minnesota Power
jbatkinson@mnpower.com

Enclosures: Figure 1 — Route Alternatives Map
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Mike Donahue

Project Manager
Minnesota Power
mdonahue@mnpower.com
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Open House Meetings

Round 4 — Additional Route Alternatives

Comment Form
Display Boards
Handout
Invitation Letter
Meeting Summary

Paid Advertisement
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Comment Form

gnn &< GREAT

MW minnesota power —-:_':" TRANSMISSION LINE

AN ALLETE COMPANY
Thank you for providing input regarding the Great Northern Transmission Line. Please fill out the comment form below

to submit a comment or join the mailing list. You can also submit a comment or join the mailing list online at
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Name:

Organization (if any):

Mailing Address:

City:

County:

State:

Phone Number: Zip:

Email:

Would you like to join our mailing list? |:| Yes |:| No

Comment:




Please fold, fasten, and mail. No envelope necessary.

Place
Stamp
Here

Great Northern Transmission Line Team
c/o HDR Engineering

701 Xenia Ave South, 600

Minneapolis, MN 55416




Outreach: Early - Often - Ongoing

‘uoibal syl pue IaMOd B10SaUUIA

ANVEWOD 3LITIV NV

4omod erosouunu gy

z H H o
H H m
o n 5 D @ iy
.w g . o &g W 10J \AH___D.G__WL_ WI9]1SAS WCOF\_H@COLHW
@ c 2 o 335 e
° 5 bl el — s Ca o9 3
5 =2 - & & 3 z 3¢ 9 Se 8 ALITTIGVYITT3d
= o o) = = 0 ° GRS 28 335 ®
o 2 9 S A0 = o ,Ae S x Do S
85 o s €3 $ 38 3% 2% %0 o
o 3 (9} Q ~T o 2 D a 4] = c
a 5 < L S 50 3 \!
3o g 2 §5 38 33 NEEE- Y 35 @a = ,‘,
= = D3 f=s » ® ®
g6 38 393 > @5 83 e 3§ B2 2 u
Q @ @ NO NOo =3 Q = o 32 s
= 38 Bm Ooc Oc 3Sp R 8 (2] = wob ooz o0z 20z
Q, - =3 PO P H
2o 5% 3Sa wd wo B2 ~ 0 mmu
S0 @ a Q 5 - 0 ~o0 . tdm
A ® © " 5
iy s29
B

,. ‘abuey

g UOJ] S,Be10SSUUIN WOJ) puewsp

ABasua pasealoul 198w 01 sdjaH

RS ANVINIA ONISYIHONI

Py
n ®
ea "
C> : 5
<
> > Qm o _ Py
= m o) 5 o Ol co @
ON Qom 52m 2z SRufl © (@)
T co Z25 =m <z .
m na 235 S > E C
o¢ i T 5¢ El: =
oM P . & »9 > K - v
®) P @ : : : = 3 Q ' i ‘uoibal 8yl pue s1swol1snd
') _N = @ @ @ 2y e - 4 Wi 19MO0d B10Sauul J0) ABJ1aua ajgelal
Q = 3 . e - .
E g E£& m 82 o 40 @ @ @ R U e ‘s|gepJiolje ‘ues|d 01 SSadde SaplInodd
7] 2 858 82 2 &5 8 =z (@) ® () 20 s Al s s
g 333 55 & 35 382 83 z TWH [Nel ALISH3IAIA
3 > <o 4 2o o 92 So 2 3% 290K ') -
173 8§ 82 8 52 g2 25 2% =z =3 290 s e
o g 38 E 3s 8% S g2 a7 - o)
® T g © @ < o0 358 o 72 oS B e Jamod e105aULIN
@s =z B2 g 98 &ac g %3 2o (7)) =
2. 3 3 =0 S %S agp s 28 5g |3
B > 2 = = 38 £3§ < 8 = (V)]
m 2 s 3 g g <g Wm N Be @ 3 ANVAWOS 31317V N
ES - = = 58 = s 33 o I NOISSIWSNYHL [P—
. § ° i gn Pt iR WSS | aan
991N ONILLINYId M3AIATH
ursury  NOILONYLSNOD ® N9OIS3A Ivd33a34 ® 3LVIS ONINNVd

2 —) d— d— d—

020¢—8T10¢ LT0C 9T0C ST0C YT10C ¢T0c s
®°on

umuzmm<m>> .

aull A 00S :T @seyd 40J aulawi 108floud mCO_._.me—U -_DO\A .—@\(sz< i

“1sempin Jaddn ays u uonesadQ JO Baly S,19MO0d BIOS3UUIN

Anngenas ssyowoud ; i)
J0M]auU uolssiwisuely

pa108uu02IBIuUl INO

s> "BlJOSSUUIN ‘yinjng Jesu .wmmuo‘_a DC_._.DOL 1no C_C_me °

01 abuey uoi| ayy wouy
auI| uoIssIWSURA 1IN2410

m_goni@mammm&. ._\um_o\_a m;::on_oco:_oELouE_mU?o._n_.
-S1BWOISND e k..}h ‘abuey uol| S, 10SaUUI

lelnsnpui 1sabue| = A4 ﬂmtm,:uum,mf | @ 0] JapJog uelipeue)d
s.uolreu ay1 Jo SWos A w04y 8Ul| UOISSIWSULI]

P esaoum o1 /91008 T 8seUd - :0} s1 Buyyeaw siyj jo asodind ayj

w_mmm_ocioa
‘S18Wo1snd |1elal ;

:saseyd om] Jo
Hm_mcoo___iuom_o;o_m_t.

“Auinn paumo
-101SBAUl Ue aJe S)\\ e

000‘v77T ©AIBS B\

& 19MOd B1O0SBUUIA SI OYAA

ANVEWOD 3LITIV NV ANVENOD 3LITNIV NV

M3INIBAQ 109l01d T NEE—m iSWOJ9M FEETS

4omod ejosouunu




aimonus sjbue [ealdAL

‘syyoad pue “3sau93ul ‘syuas ‘sabem uo Buipuads 0aJipul pue 10aJ1p ANONOD3
J13MOL CO_WCGQWDm cm:o\_ﬁ\»Eocouw_muo_w:uuumn_E_va“mE_ummm\_m_\,_N.momw>_._mm20 |_<OOJm_I._.O._.

Bunioddns-j18s AX 00S *S3I}IAOR UOIINIISUOD
Joddns 03 papaau sa21AI9s pue spoob uo bulpuads 30a.dipul pue 30aJ1p
ybnoayl Awouods [e20| ay3 10edwi 03 palewnss ale NZ'G.8$ AlJeaN «

'2)9 ‘2|BS3|0YM ‘|IR3RJ ‘SPDIAIDS |euoissajold pue Buip|ing ‘eieayljesy
'9DIAJIBS P00 1| SBIIISNPUI Ul pappe aq 03 pajewss ale sqol €/ -

"S3I}IAIIOR UO0IIONIISUOD 10} Pa3eald Aj3oalip 9q 03 pajewise ale sqol €TZ =

4 002
:Rem-30-1ybBiry INNIATH XVL1

vOO01 ® ALVIS

uap

Aew y0afoad Uy 10y 8INJONIIS [ENIOE BYL "BUIT UOISSILUSURIL UIBYLION
18319 BU} 10} PaIBPISUOD BuIB] SBIMINIIS SUY O} JBJILIS BB Jey) Saull
1SS! Bunsixa Jo uor: eaidA3 e moys sojoyd asayl

t.omi.w -tow_mwm.._“ ‘saxe) uojjelodlod pue ‘pjoyssnoy ‘ssauisng ‘uoljesuadwod
SUECSHESICAT ybnoayy pajessusb aq 03 paleWISa ale SaxXe) |BD0| pue 331e1s Ul NG 82% =

yovl-yolL

-308fouad ayj jo | aseyd 4o} ease
S Ll 103foad ay3 01 s1oedwi J1WOUO0D3 PAYRWIISS SBPN|JUl SISAeur ay | "dul] uolissiwsuel |
UJBYIION 1ea19 Y3 410 APNIS 21LUOU0IS JUspuadapul ue pajonpuod Yyoaeasay d1Wouod]

pue ssauisng JO Neaing s,|o0ydS Z}A0geT yining BIOSaUUI JO ANSIAIUN YL

BsL

ANVENOD 3LITNIV NV

Sjyauag dlWouod] |ed0] FEE N

ANVEWOD 3LITIV NV

ubBisa@ a1n1oNJIS AY 00S Adeulwi|aid SNkt

P - = .
PaAOWaI SI0PLLIOD
d o, e d . e
JOMO] UOISUSASNS wimmiaiati:  J9MO] uolsuadsns s o < N
H U1q SEIMIANNS B3 01 JBlILLIS H sweans - sauy Auiadold = d
91 JeU) SaUI| UOISSILISUE] Aupgnonnsuod spuenam - N au1 Jo Juswdojanap
- m>3 ey .mu. m m >3 uoneiado pue UORINNSUOD saniAnoe [einynouBy - - auyy apinb djay
1e21dA3 & mous soyoud esaul 3jeS pue J|qella) BINSUT - SaUAINYD - - 108foud ayr 1noybnoayy
subisap spedijay/suodiy - - play sbunasw Asuabe
PlIepUE)S-UOU 'S53008 siooyos - -
1500 '(pBUB] BZILILIN = SowoH = pue a1gnd @ @ i
:apnjour sajdurex3 :apnjour sajdurex3

£so1nod ayy
dojanap 01 asn am
Op B30 1eYM

aull

Bupesuibua 190f01d 1w Aew Jeu) seanyes) Bunsixa

SauljapInNg [ed1uydaL SjuIRIISUOD

£T0zZ bunds
SaAITeUIl Y 93IN0Y

panowsas £T0Z Bunds = / panowas
211 2IN0Y U1 10 %97 10 | ®aly APMS 8L JO 9409 10 S|
renbs 065 Ajrewixoiddy ‘ : a1enbs 0008 AlerewixoIddy

YovL-yoLl

Y0SL-yozL

1 00¢
:Rem-10-1ybry
U 0SP‘T - 4 000°T
:sueds eaidA

ysi

mmm__<wm>>avwonwm_c;_ucmc_EocEn_ Sonseioy a0 : “mmme— oL, ) b\

ANVENOD 3LITNIV NV

SOAITeuUlally S1N0Y s ~=En

ANVEWOD 3LITIV NV

ubisa@g a1nonu Areulwia.id ZraP N IEEE=ry
ISed 1NNIS A 005 IWI|D1d SEERER T




(2102/6/0T passasoe ‘uny ssull-1amod/umolpes/nob-eda’ mmm)
.diysuone|ai 199)19-asNed SAIUYSP € YSI|qeIsa

m_oa —mm..—.w LO\SOI_I GO—HH.GI_ 03 JUBIOYYNS 10U SI PUE YeaM SI 3|qe|leAR 80USPIAS 83 " SAISN|OUO0DUI SI S1084)8 yijeay [ennuarod pue saull Jamod 1noge Uoaeasal syl JO Yonp,,

(2002 ‘suondo uoneBRIN pue Ao1jod plal nBUBEI PuE 91119913 UO Jaded SUUM V ‘9E abed)

1IN2JID a|ghod N\ SvE 1N2JID o|gnod NX SvE ."§199J5 U1[BaY SSISADE pUE 43 USaIad

diysuone|al 199449 pue asned B Ysi|gelsa 01 JUaIdYINSUI S 99USPIAS JO APOg 1US1IND dY1 Tyl S9PN|OU0D YijeaH Jo Juawiiedag Blosauuln ayl,,

yoldeasay yijesH uaiin)d

\,# e

[ ivmeounon ]
1 00T
ow £
bm Q (ur 9) uoisinajal
- B
e i
WI ow 0s
jmm | ooeeon ]
‘em V. (Cur 9) sepuaig B
L " EEETTE oW 00T 3 AN
o o (ur9) 1oneys ooal3 a_v « swoot
3 o 1
M = ‘sayoul 9 “
3 = JO S0URISIP B T8 SABMOIOIW |
- 2 ® 10 1aAIpirey e Jo eyl o) 1 « owost
JR|ILUIS S| BUI| UOISSIWISUE.L]. H
A 00S ® yreauaq Apoaiip H
play ansubew o1 ainsodx3 oW 002 1
(Cur 9) anemo.oIN /| ! « owooz
¥ 002 X 921N0S a8y} !
:Aem-10-1ybiry ’ == i
! > wio4) aouelsip | P
% 002T - 4 008 yum Ajpide. 6 ou 1z
s 1dA !
LIS (=L osea108p JNT b 0z ! .
07 (Cu1 9) 12Aiparey MO sayour 9 ‘ ourooe

ANVEWNOD 3LITNIV NV

ubisap a1n1oN1Is A\X GiE Adeullwl|ald e ~Ean (dN3T) spiai4 onaube 7 0111097 X" TN

ANVEWOD 3LITIV NV

AVIHD 1VIHD

‘pue| 3yl 01 Ssa29%e Jo ash aljgnd aziioyine . MOY €101 1934 002 .
10U Sa0p jJuawasea Aem-10-1ybii syl “pue| I 1
9yl 8sSn pue uMO 0] sanulljuod Jsumopue’] 1984 00T \“,d// 193} 00T
A
w02 auljuolissiwsuealuiayliouiealb@olul
. “‘Rem-40-1yB11 8Y3 UIYHIM
-Je sn __.GC\_M b aul| uolIssIwsuel] ay) sulejurew pue
.wwumgwao ‘S10NJ1SU0D 189M0d B loSauulinN
1SI1] Buljrew 1no ulor e
V€66°/,.G9°/./8
J2uUMOpuUeB| 8Y} pue 18MO0d B10Sauulln + ¥

19UI| UOITRWIOUI 831)-]|01 INO €D

‘pazifeuy si
juswases ue pue HCOE@O‘_@M ue 0] sawod @

o
Quljuo 1o @C_wac._ B ]e Juswwiod e 1Hugns e ‘O O ‘Rem-10-1yBIa 8yl JO asn syl >
: ' 410} 19}J0 Saxew uayl pue anjea 1axJew
. . o Jre) e saydueasald JoMOod BI1OSBUUIN
w02 auljuolssiwsueIluiayliouieal b manm (UILIGIISO B3 30 SPIS LTS U0 2 OOT) MO J0 1
:Je alIsgoM JINOo JISIN e -SUIB9LD9 IBUMOpLIE| pUE 002 saJinbau AjreaidA 108foad siyl :U1pim MOH
uo11es0| ,mmbwwc Aem-10-1ybua Buissnosip “aUll UoISSILUSUE)
u! onQOH JsUMOpLE] U1 S19E1U0O 10 peol e Jo sdueusjurew pue ‘uonesado
”H—JQ uil i —)_O\A SN oAl @ —UC@ U@EL Ou_.c | \Aﬂw...—.m OH >>O—I_ SRDZLISSER L Sill 0 i) SEetizUY ‘uononJIsuod ayl se yans asodund a1qnd e aoy
- - - pasn pue| jo dins e AjjealdAL :uoniuyad MoOH
SS300dd NOILISINOOV
AVM-4O-1HOI1H ¢(MOY) AVM-40-1LHODIY SI LVYHM

ANVEWNOD 3LITNIV NV

iIndul INoA juem )\ FEeE BT/ El SS2°0.d uonisinboy Aep-jo-1Ubry et

ANVEWOD 3L3TIV NV

AVIHD 1VIHD




wod"auIUOISSIWSUR.)
uiayuiourealf mmm e

BUIIUO SN JISIA 10 ‘SMIN UIBYLION
1e219 4an8ISMau Auapenb

S.dW 10} dn UBIS :ONIOONO

2019WWOD

40 juswiredad NI Aq paisoy

— SHUBWILIOD UM 8pIA0id U0
Bunasa Buidoos 4y pusne pue
20130U 10} Y2JeM 7 TOZ AV

abpnr me

aAnensiuWpY/oNd Aq paisoy
— SJUBWIWIOD UBILIM apinoid
10 Bulieay NO pusne pue
8010U 10§ YOYEM ¥ TOZ TIHdY

(paulwiaiap a9 03 19%20Q)
sn°uw-arels-ond mmm

1€ 35I| Bulew gy

$.0Nd 403 dn UBIS ¥ TOZ T1HdY

2019WWOY

40 Juawpredaa NI Ag paisoy —
SJUBWILLOD UM 3piaoid 1o
Bunaap buidoos N puane pue
99110U 10} YOIEM ¥TOZ ATHVA

€9TT-2T
~NO/STO3 "ON 1220Q ul sn"uw

NO 5.0Nd 40} dn ubis :MON

saniunoddo Juswanjonu|

a1lgnd Bulwoadn

sBunsaw Aouaby e
SUINOH «
S1SUIM =
10} JUBWILIOD o
sbunsaw
asnoy uado a1gnd

JO SPUNOJ OM] =

sdoysiom
Japjoyaxels «

reln paiayreb
sem 1nduj

*Pa193]|09 Udq
aAeY SHUSLILLIOD
Buiddew T8

‘pazAleue

pue pamainal
‘paiayreb

uaaqg aney
SjUBWWOD
anoA ‘aeak
1sed ayl 4anQ

e

S13/311Wiad |[enuapisaid

‘painbai osje

S| SI13 uy UapJog epeue)
/°S°N ay3 sassoud 10afoad ayy
asneoaq paJinbau si ABiaug
Jo 1de@ ay) wouy 1w d
lenuapisaid |e1opad v

1vd3d3d

STOZ Iled :jenoiddy pajedionuy
¥T0Z yorew :Buljiy

‘painbai osje

sI (S13) wawalels 1edw|
|eIUBWIUOIIAUT UY "palinbai
are (DNd) uoissiWwo)
1IN 21AaNd NIN 8y wouy
(d¥) 1uwiad @1noy e pue
(ND) pooN J0 23ed41343D vV

V1OS3INNIW

STOZ Iled4 :renoiddy paredionuy
¥T0zZ yate :Buijy

S13/731W3d a1noy

:renoaddy
YI0Z I poredionuy
€102 4990300 :Bulng

PaaN J0

Chl:lIThEEl)

sowwns Buuds e Iled  Jewwns Buuds sewim  fled Jewwns Buuds awim

ST0C | $10¢ | £T0C |

ANVENOD 3LITNIV NV

4omod ejosouunu

SN NOISSINSNYL S
—_—

ivis m . .
JE— — - .
[ ———
o . wre puim ‘SNOUERISIN feining E1. Bupds - sanpeuieiy anod

foepunog funoo[ ] o Buu mwwy . LI - SoeuaIY Mo p

mpunog awiS[—] wonemodsuei Pt vodny
= wowos vors G vomarney Susnon - ommauty

wawiod wa ey weudoproa sio

[ E— e ST

ot
[]

- n L Lo &!
i oo {

(e10z Bnv - 2T0Z BnY) PAAIROaY Jnduj

ANVENOD 3LITNIV NV

4omod ejosouunu

N NOISSINS YL
—_—

1V 22



COME!

g is intended fo:

A

P Right-of-way acquisition process ') ) | ? GREAT
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What is ROW? Minnesota Power or its representative contacts .— =~
o i " minnesota power =
Typically a strip of land used for a public @ the landowner to begin discussing right-of-way —=Z<@m- TRANSMISSION LINE
needs, location and landowner concerns.

purpose such as the construction, operation, and

K N AN ALLETE COMPANY
maintenance of a road or transmission line.

Minnesota Power researches a fair market value and
then makes offer for the use of the right-of-way.

What is the project?

This project +
i typically Minnesota Power and the landowner come to an The Great Northern ission Line will carry hydropower from Manitoba Hydro
requires 200 ft agreement and an easement is finalized. to Mi Power’s customers to bring clean, emission-free energy into Minnesota.
of ROW (100 ft ¥ The Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two transmission lines:
on each side of @ Minnesota Power constructs, operates, and maintains *  Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota’s
the centerline). the transmission line within the right-of-way. Iron Range, and
e *  Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit transmission line from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota.
Landowner continues to own and use the land. The Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, siting, and permitting process for Phase 1. We fully anticipate both
100 feet 100 feet @ (f)'f:;'cfs’;"’gy‘ifg:;"‘ 1o ek Uk (FUlIE LD phases of the Project to be constructed; however, the 500 kV line is our initial priority. Phase 2 has been deferred until
200 feet total ROW further nofice.

Why are we hosting more public meetings?

dentified two additi

Power has i I route alternatives as potential routing options. Because these additional
route alternatives were recently developed, Minnesota Power is hosting three open house meetings fo collect input and
w1 an 2 feedback on the two new routes. We appreciate your participation.

What is the Phase 1 project schedule?

The project schedule is driven by state and federal regulatory requirements and the required June 2020 in-service date.

ﬂm:
I | — —r ) —r —)

P Preliminary 500 kV Structure Design

Typical Spans: 0o
1,000 ft - 1,450 ft i Typical Spans:
A 1,000 ft - 1,450 ft

2081501

ot 140f,

PLANNING STATE & FEDERAL  DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION Line.ln
REVIEW PERMITTING Service

500 kV Guyed Delta 500 kV Guyed-V 500 kV Self-Supporting .
Suspension Tower Suspension Tower Suspension Tower HOW can I quy |nVOIVed?

Upcoming Public Involvement Opportu es
@ NOW: Sign up for the Public Utilities @ APRIL 2014: Watch for notice and attend
Commission’s (PUC) Certificate of Need CN Hearing or provide written comments —
(CN) mailing list at www.puc.state. hosted by PUC/Administrative Law Judge
mn.us in Docket No. EO15/CN-12-1163
@ MAY 2014: Watch for notice and attend
@ EARLY 2014: Watch for notice and RP Scoping Meeting or provide written
attend CN Scoping Meeting or provide comments — hosted by MN Department of
written comments — hosted by MN Commerce
Department of Commerce
These photos show a typical representation of existing transmisslon lines that are similar to the structures beling considered for the project, The actual structure for the project may differ @ ONGOING: Sign up for Minnesota Power’s

@ APRIL 2014: Sign up for PUC’s Route quarterly newsletter, Great Northern News,
Permit (RP) mailing list at or visit us online at www.greatnorthern
Wwww.puc.state.mn.us transmissionline.com
(Docket to be determined)

For more information Visit us online:

Call our toll-free hotline:

or to provide inpu Email us:

Study Area
Summer 2012

Route Alternatives
Fall 2013

Legend
4 Open House Locations
B Project Substation

T apica |7 orter Crossing Areas
Approximately 8,000 square j? | EEREEEPNETET SE LI l Approximately 590 square miles
miles or 60% of the Study Area = g [} Phase | - Refined Fouts Alemathes or 76% of the Route Alternatives

removed = Phase il - Deferred Spring 2013 removed
2t 7 o < L= =

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

In Summer 2012, the original Study Area covered approximately 20,000 square miles. Through the routing process, Minnesota Power

refined the Study Area into Study Corridors, then further into Route Alternatives. Throughout this process, Minnesota Power considered

factors that were either compatible (“opportunities”) or incompatible (“constraints”) with line development, engineering and regulatory
guidelines, agency feedback and public input.

SELECTING ROUTES TO SUBMIT FOR STATE/FEDERAL REVIEW

The current Phase 1 Route Alternatives cover approximately 590 square miles. The two or more routes submitted through the state and
federal permitting processes will cover even less area than the current Route Alternatives. The final route will be determined through the
regulatory process.

Approximately 2,500 square
miles or 70% of the Study
Corridors removed

>> NEXT STEP: PERMITTING AND DESIGN
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October XX, 2013

NAME
ADDRESS
ADDRESS

RE: Open House Invitation along Additional Route Alternatives for the proposed Great
Northern Transmission Line

Dear NAME,

Minnesota Power is proposing to build Phase 1 of the Great Northern Transmission Line, a 500 kV
transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota’s Iron Range. Over the past 18 months,
Minnesota Power has developed and refined route alternatives for the Project based on stakeholder input
during three rounds of open house meetings and comment collection along with routing guidelines,
industry best-practice routing criteria, and engineering and environmental considerations.

Minnesota Power has identified two additional route alternatives as potential routing options Because
these additional route alternatives were recently developed, Minnesota Power is hosting three open house
meetings to collect input and feedback on the two additional routes. Minnesota Power invites you to
attend an open house meeting hosted in your area on November 12 and 13. A map of the additional route
alternatives is enclosed. Detailed maps are online at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/map/. We
request your input and participation on the route alternatives in your area and encourage your
comments as we work to identify routes for our Route Permit Application.

Date Time Location
Roseau Civic Center
Tuesday, November 12 11 am -1 pm 121 Center Street East

Roseau, MN 56751

American Legion

Tuesday, November 12 5-7pm 410 East Lake Street

Warroad, MN 56763
Littlefork Community Center
Wednesday, November 13 11 am -1 pm 220 Main Street

Littlefork, MN 56653

We greatly appreciate your involvement in the Project. For more information or to provide input, visit our
Project website at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com, call our Project information line at (877) 657-
9934, or email our Project at info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com.

Sincerely, =
-~ o ’/‘
%%M‘M Wee /;az.//z(fﬁ@ feid
Jim Atkinson, Environmental Lead Mike Donahue, Project Manager
Minnesota Power Minnesota Power
jbatkinson@mnpower.com mdonahue@mnpower.com

Enclosures: Figure 1 — Route Alternatives Map
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l. Summary
Minnesota Power hosted three in-person public open house meetings November 12-13 2013.
These meetings were held to gather input from local stakeholders and the public on
additional narrowed proposed route alternative segments of the Great Northern Transmission
Line. See Appendix A to see the additional narrowed routes and meeting locations.

a. Meeting Attendance
A total of 148 invitees attended the meetings. A table of attendance by meeting is located in
Section IlI.

b. Meeting Materials
= QOverview handout
= Comment form
= Exit Survey form
= Two sets of Information Boards:

o Project overview

o Meeting regional needs

o Local economics

o Route alternatives (new since Sep 2013)
o Routing process

o Regulatory process (new since Sep 2013)
o Preliminary structure design (3)

o Typical structures

o Right-of-way acquisition process

o Electric & Magnetic Fields (EMF)
= Sign-in sheets
= Resource materials:
o MP Energy Forward program overview
o EMF handout
o Copies of information boards
Two GIS mapping stations
= Large aerial maps

Il. Outreach
The following forms of communication were used to reach out to stakeholders and landowners
within the project study corridors to promote the open house meetings.

a. Mailings
Landowners within the areas surrounding the route segments were sent postcard letters and
maps inviting them to the open house meetings. In total, there were 3,696 mailings sent.
Local elected officials in the cities and townships near the meeting locations were notified.
For landowners, information was collected from tax records in the cities and townships in the
identified areas. Previous Roseau, Warroad, and Littlefork open house attendees were also
invited. All mailings directed recipients to the project hotline number (877.657.9934), email
(info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com), and website
(www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com) for more information about the project and
meetings.



mailto:info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com
http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
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AN ALLETE COMPANY Meet‘ing Summary
b. Media
Paid advertisements that listed meeting dates and times were sent to three publications in
the cities where open house meetings were being held. The publications and run date of the
ads can be seen in the table below. In addition, representatives from a radio station in

Roseau (Jack Swanson), the Warroad Pioneer, and the International Falls Journals attended
the open house meetings.

I 2 2 | ZGREAT November 2013

Table 1: Paid Advertisement Run Date

Publication Run Date

Roseau Times-Region Saturday, November 2

Warraod Pioneer Tuesday, November 5

The Littlefork Times Friday, November 8

lll. Open House Overview

Table 2: Number of Attendees per Meeting Location

Date & Time Meeting Attendees
Tues, Nov 12 Roseau 69
11am-1pm
oz, Ry L2 Warroad 29
5-7pm
Wed, Nov 13 Littlefork 50
11am-1pm

Totals 148




- November 2013
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Appendix A

Additional Route Information
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Minnesota Power is hosting

public open house meetings for
the proposed Great Northern
Transmission Line from the
Canadian border to the Iron
Range. The line will deliver
hydropower from Manitoba
Hydro to customers in the U.S. We
hope to gather your input to help
us evaluate additional route alternatives as potential routing
options. Because these route alternatives were recently
developed, Minnesota Power is hosting three open house
meetings to collect input and feedback on the new routes.

Venue Name & Address

Attend a meeting to:

* Learn about the project

* Review and provide
input on the new route

alternatives

* Discuss the routing
process with project
team members

Tues, Nov 12th Roseau Civic Center
11am-1pm 121 Center Street East, Roseau, MN 56751
Tues, Nov 12th American Legion
5-7pm 410 East Lake Street, Warroad, MN 56763
Wed, Nov 13th Littlefork Community Center
11am-1pm 220 Main Street, Littlefork, MN 56653

Rainy River

sturgeon River

% Open House Location
EXAPhase I: New Route Alternatives (Nov. '13)
[T Phase I: Refined Route Alternatives (Fall '13)
Stream / River
e City

Looking for a detailed map? Visit us online at

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/map/
Contact Us
Call our information line (877) 657-9934
Email us at info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com
Visit us online at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com
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Connecting Manitoba and Minnesota

AN ALLETE COMPANY

Minnesota Power is hosting
public open house meetings for o
the proposed Great Northern c
Transmission Line from the
Canadian border to the Iron
Range. The line will deliver
hydropower from Manitoba
Hydro to customers in the U.S. We
hope to gather your input to help
us evaluate additional route alternatives as potential routing
options. Because these route alternatives were recently
developed, Minnesota Power is hosting three open house
meetings to collect input and feedback on the new routes.

Venue Name & Address

Attend a meeting to:
Learn about the project
Review and provide
input on the new route

alternatives

Discuss the routing
process with project
team members

Tues, Nov 12th Roseau Civic Center
11am-1pm 121 Center Street East, Roseau, MN 56751
Tues, Nov 12th American Legion
5-7pm 410 East Lake Street, Warroad, MN 56763
Wed, Nov 13th Littlefork Community Center
11am-1pm 220 Main Street, Littlefork, MN 56653
—
By \\ __'L N CANADA ]
Y MINNESOTA \
B 310 Warroad
[N
Roseau
L

\

%% Open House Location

[\ 1Border Crossing Area

BEA Phase |: New Route Alternatives (Nov. '13)
[1Phase I: Refined Route Alternatives (Fall '13)
| State Boundary

Looking for a detailed map? Visit us online at

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/map/
Contact Us
Call our information line (877) 657-9934
Email us at info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com
Visit us online at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com
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Connecting Manitoba and Minnesota

The Great
Northern
Transmission
Line will increase
system reliability
across the upper
Midwest region.

The Great Northern Transmission Line will...

e Diversify Minnesota Power’s baseload generation
and reduce emissions.

e Support industrial growth, both recent and
planned, on the Iron Range.

e Provide economic benefits in the form of property
tax revenue, construction and maintenance jobs,
and increased business for hotels, restaurants, and
other services along the final route.

o Reduce negative financial exposure to pending
and future emission reduction requirements.

ility for a broad region of

® Increase system relial
the upper Midwest.

GREAT News

Routing the Great Northern Transmission Line

Minnesota Power has spent nearly a year working on the routing and technical aspects of the Project. Our ongoing
routing process involves the review of a wide range of alternatives, consistent with all federal, state, and local laws and
regulations. Our review considers a number of valuable resources, including:

Residences
Agricultural land

Known cultural resources
Schools and churches

Community input
Stakeholder suggestions

* State & federal lands * Airports/airstrips * Engineering constraints
* Recreational areas * Government & conservation * Sensitive habitats and protected
* Water resources agency feedback species

Minnesota Power used the above criteria to develop the Great Northern Transmission Line Study Corridors
illustrated in the map below.

Penningion 1
" couny.

'E| corridors [ state Boundary
I waterbody [ | County Boundary
® ciy
iles

25
V- n= ———

WE ARE HERE
Project ST NETER NEYE NESCH BE
Schedule: ' I o

PLANNING STATE & FEDERAL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION  kLineIn
REVIEW PERMITTING ervice

February 2013

NEews

The Minnesota Certificate of
Need (CN) Process

Minnesota statutes require that the applicant for a
high voltage transmission line provide documentation
about why the project is needed. The Certificate of
Need (CN) application is submitted to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for evaluation
and, if appropriate, approval. Minnesota Power
intends to submit the CN application in April 2013.

Welcome to the first issue of the Great Northern
Transmission Line Project (Project) Newsletter, Great
Northern News. My name is Jim Atkinson and I'm
Minnesota Power’s Environmental Lead for the project.

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep interested
parties informed of the current status of the Project

as it transitions from planning, to state and federal
review, to design and permitting and, ultimately, to
construction. The Project team will use this newsletter
to provide answers to frequently asked questions, help
announce upcoming meetings and key dates, and
provide new information on the Project. | hope you find
it to be a valuable resource.

View the Great Northern CN

Instructions for navigating the PUC Docket can
be found at our website at
www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com.

Go to the Resources page and click on “View the
Great Northern PUC Docket.”

| would like to thank everyone who has participated
by attending one of our stakeholder workshops
(August 2012), open house meetings (October and
November 2012), submitted comments, or phoned in
their questions or concerns. We review and consider
all comments received. | would ask that you continue
to provide input, especially if you have questions or
concerns regarding the Project.

The CN application includes a discussion of
project need, an evaluation of potential alternatives
that could meet the identified need, and a brief
discussion of the potential environmental impacts
associated with the preferred alternative.

Once the CN is submitted to the PUC, it is generally
a 12-month process for review and approval. The
PUC will hold public hearings to gather input about
the information provided in the CN. Meanwhile, the
Department of Commerce (DOC) will develop an
environmental report and conduct public meetings

to gather comments on environmental issues. The
dates and locations of the PUC and DOC public
hearings are unknown at this time, but the Project
team will publicize them when details are finalized.

We anticipate hosting another round of public open
house meetings in April 2013. | look forward to this
next opportunity to hear from interested people in the
project area. Meeting notifications for future public open
houses will be provided by our Project team throug|

the mail, on our Project website and hotline, and in
advertisements in local newspapers.

After the agency meetings, PUC and DOC will each
develop a summary of their respective meetings and
provide 1dations to the C issil The
Commission will review all of the information and
recommendations at its regular public meeting and
will grant or deny the Certificate.

Jim Atkinson
Supervisor, Environmental Lead
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We Listened to Public and Agency Feedback

How we use your input

This past fall, our team hosted a series of 11
open house meetings across northern Minnesota
to present our study corridors and seek feedback.
Minnesota Power is using the feedback we
received along with research specific to the
routing criteria to narrow the study corridors into
potential route alternatives.

The potential routes will be presented at the next
round of public open house meetings in April
2013, where we will be able to share the latest
project information and gather input from you on
the route alternatives identified.

Informational board display at a public meeting held
in Minn. on 8, 2012.

Public input: from design questions
to economics

The Project team gathered important feedback at our
October and November public meetings. Landowner
concerns ranged from design and environmental
questions to economic benefits and proximity to homes.

We have responded to all comments that we received
via voicemail and email. We heard you tell us that you
want the Project to:

* Follow existing linear features where feasible (e.g.,
public roads, railroads, existing utility easements etc.).

Consider important agricultural practices.

Respect landowners and their property.

Evaluate routing on public and private lands.

Consider ways to minimize land impacts during
construction.

If you have a concern or a question about the Project,
we want to hear from you! See our contact information
on the back side of this newsletter.

Meeting particij

discuss right-of-way (ROW)
with an environmental specialist at a public
meeting held in Lancaster, Minn. on October 30,
2012.



B innesota power
AN ALLETE COMPANY
c/o HDR

701 Xenia Ave South, Suite 600
Minneapolis, MN 55416

&%

GREAT
NORTHERN

o TRANSMISSION LINE

A Word from Minnesota Power
Certificate of Need

Project Map and Schedule

Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT’S INSIDE?

Moving Forward with Phase 1 (500 kV)

April 2013 Open House Meeting Summary
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Connecting Hanitoba and Minnzsota

m Why does Minnesota
m Power need to build a new
transmission line?

w The line is needed to deliver

= hydropower to Minnesota
and the Upper Midwest. Minnesota
Power signed a Power Purchase
Agreement with Manitoba Hydro as
part of Minnesota Power’s long-term
strategy to add clean and affordable
energy into the energy supply.

The Great Northern Transmission
Line will bring this abundant

and uniquely flexible energy to
Minnesota Power customers and
other utilities’ customers in the area
while enhancing regional reliability.
Additionally, the Project would

Frequently Asked Questions

accommodate continued industrial
expansion on the Iron Range.

How far will the transmission

. -
Ql line be from homes?

w Avoiding occupied residences

= and separation from structures
are key routing criteria. Minnesota
Power restricts the construction
of new structures within the 200-
foot wide right-of-way. Therefore,
the minimum distance from a new
structure would be 100 feet (the
right-of-way would cover 100 feet
on each side of the structure).
Minnesota Power will design the
route to maximize separation from
existing homes and cabins.

m How many routes will be
m filed through the Minnesota
regulatory process?

w Minnesota Power will file

= a minimum of two routes
with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission as required by state
statute. Through the voluntary
routing process, Minnesota Power
will continue to gather input from
the public, agencies, and tribes.
Minnesota Power anticipates filing
the Route Permit Application for
Phase 1 (500 kV transmission line)
in early 2014.

GREAT
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Route Alternatives Map

Through the routing team’s process, the project area has been narrowed. Our initial Study Area was approximately 20,000
square miles. Today, nearly 85% of the initial Study Area is not currently under consideration. The map illustrates how our
routing process narrows our route options by showing our initial Study Area, our Study Corridors and the current Route

Alternatives. Refined routes are currently being developed within the Route Alternatives and will be available for your review
and input during the September open house meetings.
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Project Schedule:

WE ARE HERE
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PLANNING STATE & FEDERAL
REVIEW

DESIGN &
PERMITTING

Line In

CONSTRUCTION Service

Welcome to another edition of Great Northern News.
This issue contains helpful information on a key part

of the project — the filing of the Certificate of Need
(CN). It also contains a summary of the April open
house meetings, the routing process for the Great
Northern Transmission Line and our new phased project
approach.

Within the next few weeks you should receive a notice
letter discussing the CN application. We encourage you
to read the notice carefully; you can also read a brief
overview of the CN process in this newsletter.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the spring
open house meetings held in April. You can find
summary information from the open house meetings
inside this newsletter.

Many of you asked if there will be more public
meetings. | am happy to tell you the answer is yes!

Open house
meeting times, dates, and locations will be mailed to
you, listed in local newspapers, and on our Project
website and toll-free information line in mid-August. |
look forward to continuing conversations to gather input
and answer your questions or concerns regarding the
Project.

Using the feedback we received at the public meetings
and through careful consideration of input provided

by landowners, agencies, tribal representatives and
stakeholders, along with environmental and engineering
considerations, Minnesota Power is working to develop
routes that will provide the best possible location to
construct the new transmission line. Refined routes will
be available for review at our September open house
meetings and on our interactive website mapping tool.

We hope you find this newsletter informative. You are
always welcome to send us newsletter topic suggestions
using one of our various contact options.

Jim Atkinson
Supervisor, Environmental Lead
Minnesota Power

July 2013

Certificate of Need

The Certificate of Need is the first major step in the state
regulatory process. The CN process determines if the
project is necessary and determines project specifics like
the timeline, configuration and structure size. Minnesota
Power will submit a CN application in August 2013 and
anticipates the CN process to be completed by late-summer
2014. The CN application includes a discussion of project
need, an evaluation of potential alternatives that could meet
the identified need, and a brief discussion of the potential
environmental impacts associated with the preferred
alternative.

Moving Forward with Phase 1:
500 kV Transmission Line

The Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two

transmission lines:

+ Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from Canadian
border to Minnesota’s Iron Range

« Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit transmission line from
the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota.

Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, siting,
and permitting process for Phase 1 of the Project. We fully
anticipate both phases of the Project to be constructed;
however, the 500 kV line is our initial priority. Minnesota
Power will focus on the Certificate of Need and Route
Permit Applications to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission and the Presidential Permit Application to

the United States Department of Energy for the 500 kV
transmission line.

At this point, a timeframe has not been determined for when
Minnesota Power will continue development of Phase 2.
Minnesota Power will communicate a schedule and routing
process for Phase 2 as information becomes available.
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We Appreciate Your Participation and Input

In April, our team hosted a series of 14 open house
meetings across northern Minnesota to present our route
alternatives and seek input. Minnesota Power is using the
information gathered along with data collected within the
route alternatives to develop two or more potential route
options. We will submit these route options as part of the
state and federal permitting processes

L
LLLLI

A The meeting held at the high school in Blackduck, MN had the highest
attendance of the April public meetings.

A Team members and meeting attendees review project maps and route
alternatives. (Bigfork, MN)

September
Open House Meetings

Join Usl Prior to the submmal of Ihe Route Permit and

P ial Permit i Power will
present potential route options at the next round of open
house meetings in September 2013, where we will be
able to share the latest project information and gather
additional feedback. Announcements will be made by mail,
local newspapers and on the Project website and toll-free
information line in mid-August.

Common Feedback Received

= Support for holding another round of meetings for the
final route alternatives

Questions and concerns about agriculture: diagonal
crossings, aerial spraying and compatibility

Questions and concerns about avoiding residences and
structures

Concerns about electronic and magnetic fields and stray
voltage

Questions about following existing transmission lines

Questions about right-of-way payment and use

Questions about Conservation Reserve Program leads
coming out of production

Public Meeting Snapshot:

meetings between April 15
and 25
in-person attendees, 269
online attendees
mapping comments
received
comment forms received
online meeting comments
received

Mapping Comment Results (249 total)
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Interagency Meeting with

Subject: Project No: 182035
Department of Energy
— , Meeting Saint Paul Hotel
Client: Minnesota Power Location: st. Paul, MN
Meeting Date: December 11, 2012 Notes by: L. Nelson, HDR
Attendees:

Christopher Lawrence and Brian Mills, Department of Energy

Bill Baer and Kelly Urbanek, US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

Virginia Laszewski, US Environmental Protection Agency via conference call (EPA)
Margaret Rheude and Deanne Endrizzi, US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

John Corrigan, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

Christine Brown, Chippewa National Forest via conference call (CNF)

Michael Kaluzniak and Scott Ek, MN Public Utilities Commission (PUC)

Deborah Pile and Bill Storm, MN Department of Commerce (DOC)

Dave Schuller and Jamie Schrenzell, MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

Stacy Koch and Ann Driver, MN Department of Transportation (MnDOT)

Eric Laverty, MISO

James Mathewson and Shannon Johnson, Manitoba Hydro

Jim Atkinson, David Moeller, Mike Donahue, Cindy Hammarlund, Deb Amberg Minnesota Power
Michelle Bissonnette, Lydia Nelson, Angela Piner and Christina Rolfes, HDR Engineering
Conference Call Attendees:

Lee Webb, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP)

Nathan Kestner and Rian Reed (DNR)

Mike Klopp, Chris Fleege and Scott Hoberg, Minnesota Power

Meeting Summary:
Minnesota Power presented an overview of the project:

e Project Team composed of Minnesota Power, Manitoba Hydro, HDR and Power Engineering.

e Project is needed to diversify MP’s energy portfolio with a clean energy source, provide for
increasing energy demand by MP’s customers and increase reliability of regional transmission
system with hydropower

e Project includes 500 kV from Manitoba to Blackberry Substation near Grand Rapids and double
circuit 345 kV from Grand Rapids to Arrowhead Substation near Duluth.

e Power Purchase agreement requires line to be in service by June 2020.

e Regional transmission studies are under way by MP, MH and MISO.
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0 MISO looks at the regional generation and transmission system and is evaluating this
project from that perspective.
0 Question regarding the need for the project, why not just build more wind generation?
O This project would act like a battery to store energy when wind power is abundant and
release power when wind slows down. This would help the regional system.
0 These studies will be included in the applications required by the project.
Business model
0 MP entered into agreement with MH to purchase 250 MW of hydropower.
0 The proposed line would accommodate 1,100 MW of power.
0 MH has other potential buyers for hydropower that would receive it via the proposed
line.
Project has held voluntary meetings with stakeholders, agencies and public.
0 July/August agency meetings
0 August stakeholder meetings with local officials, NGOs and others
0 October/November meetings for the public
= 11 meetings, 583 individuals
= also provided opportunity for viewing the ‘open house’ via the Project website.
Information from the agency and stakeholder meetings was used to identify potential corridors.
Corridors were presented at public meetings; information collected from meetings and
additional information gathered will inform selection of potential routes.
Reservations and known Tribal lands are not included in the corridors.
0 MP is working with Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to confirm locations of tribal lands as
existing data bases are not always accurate.
0 Tribal council members were invited to stakeholder meetings
0 Public meetings were open to all who wanted to attend
Project Corridor — next steps will be to develop routes and present them to the public for input.
0 MP and MH will continue to work to identify a single border crossing.
0 Next round of public open houses will be in the spring.

Manitoba Hydro presented information about their permitting process:

The process is very similar to that completed in Minnesota.
They will be holding public meetings at three stages (12 to 18 month process)

0 Developing corridors

0 Developing routes

0 Identifying the preferred route and border crossing.
The project will require an Environmental Assessment, similar to the EIS required in MN.
Once the EA is submitted in early 2014, it takes about 6 months for the provincial and federal
governments to complete their reviews and come to a decision.
Question about the energy source — is the generation in place?

0 The hydro facility is currently undergoing permitting in Manitoba. It is not yet under

construction.
0 The two projects must proceed concurrently in order meet the June 2020 time frame.

DOE provided a summary of the federal permitting process:

Presidential Permit Application should look at routes.
Submittal of Application triggers beginning of NEPA process.
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e Energy Policy Act Section 216(h) allows for early, informal coordination prior to submittal of the
Application. This meeting falls under early coordination.

0 Encourages all federal agencies to work cooperatively for permitting.

0 DOE would lead if there are no other federal land management agencies involved, i.e.
Forest Service (FS)or Bureau of Land Management.

O Project corridors include minor amounts of FS lands.

e Routes can be 1/4 mile wide or wider.

0 DOE does not have siting authority.

0 State has siting authority — they can determine the route width for siting.

0 Example of joint lead for MATL project in Montana — state required narrow route so that
is what was evaluated.

e Once DOE receives Application, they determine level of analysis (EA vs EIS).

0 Under 216(h), DOE then identifies lead federal agency.

e DOE will use a 3™ party contractor if an EIS is needed, funded by the applicant, to complete
NEPA review.

0 Comment about contractor qualifications — cannot have perceived or actual conflict of
interest, must have NEPA experience on linear projects, DOE experience preferred,
experience in MN preferred

0 DOE is typically lead if there are no other federal land management agencies.

e Comment — USACE would like to see MOU developed so that the EIS can serve all federal
agencies, i.e. covers Section 404(b)(1) requirements.

0 USACE would like to use a merged process for NEPA and Section 404.

e Section 106 — DOE would need to lead this process or designate another federal agency as lead.

0 USACE indicated that they would be available to assist (but not lead?) as they have staff
archaeologist that knows 106 and knows the Tribes in the area.

0 MOU would be desirable to identify who is doing what for the 106 process.

e Section 7 — DOE would coordinate with USFWS and National Marine Fisheries, as appropriate.
e Project Schedule developed by MP is a good idea, but will be dependent on the quality of the
Application and materials submitted.

0 DOE does have a 13 month timeframe from when the Draft EIS is published, but no
other schedule requirements.

0 State agencies do have specific schedule requirements — 12 to 18 month process is
typical, beginning with submittal of the Certificate of Need or Route Permit Application.

e General comment — MP has done a good job by initiating early coordination with local, state and
federal agencies.

MP provided a summary of the state process:
e State has two step process: Certificate of Need (CoN)and Route Permit
0 These can be run concurrently, as long as the CoN is approved prior to the Route
e CoN proves the “Need” for the project.
0 Includes high level environmental review, focusing on the project end points and a
general discussion of the area between the end points.
0 Includes consideration of all alternatives, typically may include alternative energy
sources.
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0 State has already approved the Power Purchase Agreement, i.e. the need for MP to
purchase power from Manitoba Hydro. Expect process to include a contested case
hearing which would be run by an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

O Process can take up to 12 months.

0 Comment from USACE: They would like to review the CoN to see if the “needs
statement” will be sufficient for Section 404. The may need a different purpose and
need statement, but would be good to coordinate if possible.

e Route Permit process identifies the location for the route.

0 Includes environmental review of proposed routes.

0 Expect process to include a contested case hearing which would be run by an
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

O Process can take up to 12 months.

0 Comment from USACE: They would like a thorough description of how we got from
study area to corridors, then from corridors to routes. This will be important for Section
404(b)(1) statement.

= HDR will develop memo to describe the routing process.
= Thereis a handout in folder titled Route Development and Stakeholder
Outreach Process that highlights the process followed.
General Discussion:

e DNR commented about the other permits that they may need to approve for the project,
including: License to cross public lands, license to cross public waters, water appropriation, T&E
take permit, osprey nest removal permit. These will require coordination with local DNR staff.

e DOE would need to issue the Presidential Permit, their decision is to issue the permit or not.

0 The permit is granted if it is in the public interest, i.e. if the project provides
improvement to electric reliability then it is in the public interest

0 The decision is not to identify the exact location where the line will be constructed.

0 The Application is reviewed in concert with Department of Defense and Department of
State.

e If the project crosses any DOD facilities, early coordination will be necessary. This includes
potential fly zones.

0 There are no DOD facilities within the corridors, but they do use the air space for
training.

e International Boundary Commission is an independent arm of the State Department. They
would likely review the project and may require a permit for construction at the border.

0 Similar agency in Canada that MH is working with.

e FAA s another agency that will require coordination.

e MP has initiated coordination with Customs and Border Patrol. Understanding is that DOE will
be responsible for coordination at DC level and then the review documents will be sent down to
the local level. DOE confirmed.

e Comment that working with Tribes is required under Section 106 process. It must be led by the
lead federal agency (DOE). So although Tribes were invited to MP’s meetings, it would not be
considered part of Section 106.

0 DOE recognizes the need to execute Section 106.

0 The USACE indicated that they could assist DOE by being the local contact. USACE has
local cultural resource staff who has worked with the Tribes in this part of Minnesota.
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O Project area includes 1854 ceded territory — may need to expand the list of Tribes
included in the consultation.
e DOC - noted that they would like to review the draft Route Permit Application at least 30 days
prior to submittal. DOE would like to do the same with the draft Presidential Permit Application.
0 Helps ensure that the applications are complete.

HDR led the discussion about the state and federal process coordination:
e Goal of afternoon is to discuss key milestones, schedule/concurrence points and
roles/responsibilities
e Identification of border crossing is milestone for MP and MH. Would like to have this so routing
can proceed. What are state and federal regulations regarding process?

0 DOE can have one proposed end point, but scoping may bring other options to the
table. Essentially same for the state process.

0 Question about how current corridors were identified — why not go east or west?

= MP and MH are coordinating to identify locations that are feasible for each side.
e Question about the need for the project. CoN will be for 1,100 MW transfer capability that will
satisfy MP load requirements and provide capacity for MH to export to other US utilities.

0 Midwest Independent System Operator (MISO) is doing studies to identify the impact to
the regional system. They have requests for an additional 1,100 MW of generation. To
agree to these requests, they need to identify appropriate transmission — either this
project or something similar.

0 Part of the project purpose is to provide a balance to wind that is currently being
generated. When wind is down, then hydropower can be turned up and versa visa. So,
providing the additional 1,100 MW strictly with wind would not solve this issue.

0 The Presidential Permit application will include a ‘need’ statement. DOE provided
specific citations: Executive Orders 1045 and 12038 as well as NEPA DOE and CEQ
regulations for reference. State CoN statutes are in Minnesota Statutes Section
216B.243.

0 FERC does not have direct jurisdiction over reliability determinations; those are made by
the state.

e EPArequested that they receive materials as paper copy.
e Question about eminent domain:

0 State grants authority for eminent domain after CoN is approved. However, MP

generally does not use it until after the route is approved.
= Do not anticipate having to use eminent domain for survey work.
e Coordination of Public Involvement

0 DOE has done coordination with state and independent PI process. Their general council
will have to review and agree on process.

0 Same for DOC - thought they have schedule requirements.

0 MOU could be used to coordinate — depends on level of coordination as to whether
MOU is necessary or not.

0 MP prefers coordinated process to minimize confusion for public and to simplify the
process.

0 DOE would probably attend the CoN public meetings.

e Concurrence points — has specific meaning for USACE related to setting milestone decisions for
Section 404. Developing MOU with DOE would be helpful to merge Section 404 with NEPA.
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EIS Analysis and Coordination
0 DOE - will determine whether EIS or EA is needed based on Presidential Permit
application. Decision to do joint EIS will be made at higher level.
0 3" party contractor cold be identified prior to Notice of Intent.
0 CNF—based on recent experience, prefers to not do a joint document. Federal agencies
may require different analysis.
0 EPA —thought joint EIS process went well.
EPA commented about need to get Section 106 started early. Advisory Council concurs — there
may be strong Tribal interest in the project.
0 DOE has staff who work with Tribes, they would start with informal consultation. NY
process for Tribal consultation is working well — may use as a model.
Width of Route
0 DOE does not have siting authority — so will rely on state to pick the width/location of
the route.
0 EPA suggested considering tiered EIS.
0 DOC prefers to narrow the route as much as possible so that landowners know whether
they are going to impacted or not.
=  MP commented that this leaves less flexibility for design and field changes if
things are discovered/identified that can’t be avoided.
If route crosses state lands it may trigger Section 4/6 review by USFWS or NPS if there were
federal funds involved in the purchase/management of the property. This extends the approval
timeframe for crossing state lands.
MOU(s)
0 Determination of whether MOUs will be done depends on interest of agencies.
0 DOE has schedule requirement that will need to be met: Decision must be made not
more than 1 yr + 30 days after DEIS is published.
Action Item: DOE requested that MP provide list of contacts for agencies and Tribes that have
been involved in the project to date.
Section 106 — per Advisory Council
0 Coordinate NEPA and Section 106 — new guidance is coming out, it is currently under
review at CEQ
0 USACE could be local liaison for Section 106
EPA — would USACE do an individual permit?
0 Depends on the level of impact.
DOE 3" Party Contractor
O MP can select a contractor — provide qualifications to DOE
=  Experience with DOE projects
=  Experience in MN
= Experience w linear projects
=  Experience with presidential permit
= Must not have a real or perceived conflict of interest — can not have done any
work for the utility or its subsidiaries
= Liaison or presence in DC would be a plus
0 General Counsel makes decision
0 DOE does not have to review the RFP
0 DOE prefers to be provided with a first choice, but if rejected will need to see other
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e DOC is doing RFP for 3™ party contractors
0 Assume this project would use 3" party?
0 Discussed possibility of DOE and DOC using same contractor, who would hire, etc.
= Action Item: Need to pursue 3™ party coordination between DOE and DOC
e Field surveys
0 DOE will let DOC and state/federal agencies determine the level of surveys needed for
the project.
0 DNR prefers to have surveys done before a route is chosen, but understands that this
may not be feasible.
= Action Item: MP to work with DNR to obtain recently collected biological data
= Grand Rapids forest assessment unit is a good resource for land cover
information
0 USACE — NWI is not very accurate in northern MN
= Someone familiar with the area needs to do the wetland review
0 MnDOT — until the routes are narrowed, they will not have a lot of input
= They can provide 20-year plans, ROW, scenic byways and other pertinent info.
0 NRCS has GIS layer of wetland easements
= These easements are permanent — can’t cross them.
= Action Item: MP will work with NRCS to get this data.
e Action Item: MP to set up monthly conference calls for agencies. Likely first Wednesday of the
month, at 2:00 pm CST.

Action Items:
e DOE requested that MP provide list of contacts for agencies and Tribes that have
e Need to pursue 3" party coordination between DOE and DOC
e MP to work with DNR to obtain recently collected biological data
e  MP will work with NRCS to get biological data.
e MP to set up monthly conference calls for agencies. Likely first Wednesday of the month, at 2:00
pm CST.
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Meeting Notes

Wednesday, February 6, 2013
2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Location:
Conference Call 866.994.6437 code 432.7111
Go To Meeting: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/975765945

1. Roll Call
Federal

©O O0O0OO0OO0O0Oo

DOE — Christopher Lawrence

COE — Bill Baer

USFS-CNF — Christine Brown

USFWS — Neil Powers (Tamarack National Wildlife Refuge)
EPA —Virginia Laszewski

MISO — Eric Laverty

ACHP — Lee Webb

State

©O O0O0O0Oo

PUC — Scott Ek

DOC — Deb Pile, Bill Storm

PCA —Jim Brist

DNR —Joe Rokala, Lisa Joyal, Nathan Kestner, Rian Reed
MnDOT - Stacy Kotch

Minnesota Power — David Moeller, Jim Atkinson
HDR — Lydia Nelson, Christina Rolfes, Michelle Bissonnette, Dana Petersen
2. Project Status

Minnesota Power Press Release
This press release provides additional info for project need, as it makes a more clear commitment to

(0}

(0]

(0}

(0}
(0}

(0}

cleaner energy

Meeting Host:  Minnesota Power
Jim Atkinson (218) 343-9119

David Moeller (218) 723-3963

Michelle Bissonnette (HDR)

Lydia Nelson (HDR) (763) 278-5909

It indicates that Minnesota Power decided to close some coal units as part of integrated resource plan
and will be transitioning to a 33% goal for coal over long term (was 50%)
Minnesota Power will be diversifying to a greater exent than previously made public

Because of this, acquisition from Manitoba Hydro is critical

The integrated resource plan is seeking official approval on March 1*
SharePoint — agency access
0 Most attendees received an email with steps on how to access the SharePoint site

If documents are sent out or made public, it should be posted on the sharepoint site
0 Agencies can also access Public Involvement information through the project website

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Routing process — route refinement
0 The project hosted public corridor meetings in October-November

1]
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& vontechn L

= TRANSMISSION LINE

power
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Agencies were also shown project corridors in December 11" meeting in St. Paul, MN

In routing development, no corridors were eliminated

The next step in the routing process was to create a route network by looking at quarter section lines

and was analyzing best opportunities using a list of routing criteria

EPA asks if the team has been consulting with the tribes.

¢ HDR responds to say that the project has not reached that level of discussion and is
expected to be under Department of Energy involvement

¢ Tribes have and will continue to receive invitations and newsletters

¢ Received feedback from public on wild rice areas at public meeting

¢ MP mentions that the tribes have been invited to the workshops and meetings as part of
stakeholder outreach

Next step in the routing process is to review where existing transmission lines are

Level 3 constraint analysis involves analyzing structures and homes, which determined where long

feasible segments were

¢ EPA asks if routing would avoid wetlands as well as bodies of water.

¢ HDR responds that all wetlands were analyzed using land cover data with various types of
wetlands, including emerging wetlands

¢ DOCinquires about the lowest consideration category was 0-100’ from a home, which
would eliminate a segment?

a. MP indicates that a 200’ ROW is standard for this size of transmission line
b. In response to an inquiry about whether this criteria eliminates many roads, Jim
explains that it does take out many, but there are state highways that don’t have
many residential structures

HDR mentions that the team is trying to find the best possibilities, in the future a segment could be

brought into consideration if other options are more limited

USFWS Tamarack asked if the team had taken into consideration public lands or state lands when

establishing criteria

¢ HDR explained that the Wildlife Refuge has been removed from corridors and public lands
are given consideration when analyzing segments

¢ The team analyzed miles and acres of public land, (federal state or county) crossed by the
segment

Wetland Management Areas were looked at as well

¢ There are some areas that follow roads that go along WMAs that are less impactful than
going through it

¢ Also looking at Nature Conservancy easements and RIM land

¢ Don’t have data on CRP lands, would need landowner approval to release information to do
o)

¢ The USFWS administered easements are under federal land

A call attendee asked how private open lands end up faring in the process?

¢ While looking at different segments and the small impacts to shrub and agricultural land,
there is a basically low impact overall

¢ There was conversation at the public meetings about conversion of agricultural land into
ROW

HDR Engineering, Inc.
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¢ May be able to mitigate impacts by being on half section line
0 The routes will be available at the public open house meetings in April 2013
e Certificate of Need (PUC)
0 Last week the PUC approved the exemption request and notice plan
0 Proceeding on developing need for project
e Letter of intent (DOE)
0 Working with the Department of Energy to if there is a way to continue informal consultation without
filing the Presidential Permit right away
0 There are not routes determined yet so the DOE’s preference to allow informal consultation with by
filing a Letter of Intent to introduce the project and its parameters, which would allow informal
consultation to continue on a structured basis
0 Will enter into memos of understanding to facilitate the Presidential Permit process and NEPA review
0 The DOE and Minnesota Power want to have a robust application when they file, so DOE suggested this
level of consultation
0 Virginia Laszewski asked if DOE scoping will still happen until a year from now after it is filed
¢ If scoping is done on corridors, the project would have to contact hundreds of landowners
¢ Thereiis still the possibility of a new route being identified in the scoping process and
Minnesota Power and the DOE is prepared for that
e Schedule and protocols for cultural, wetlands and biological resource studies
0 HDRis working on that process and will draft when to do do evaluations
0 Will get out to agencies within the next couple of months with recommendations
3. Information Needs
e Biological survey data for ‘missing counties’
0 Hoping to get the data from the DNR
e Wetland mitigation opportunities
0 The project team encourages suggestions and ideas
0 Kee the team updated so that they can take advantage of opportunities
4. Schedule
e Filing dates
0 April with Notice of Intent to DOE with Certificate of Need
0 Route Permit will be filed in fall of 2013
e Public meetings
0 Will be last two weeks of April
5. Questions
e Joe Rokala requests a call from Jim Atkinson
e Let HDR know if there is trouble accessing the Share Point site

3 I HDR Engineering, Inc.
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GREAT NORTHERN TRANSMISSION LINE
MONTHLY AGENCY MEETING
MINUTES

Wednesday, March 6, 2013
2:00 pm — 2:45 pm Meeting Host: Minnesota Power

Jim Atkinson 218.343.9119
Location: David Moeller 218.723.3963
Conference Call: 866.994.6437 Code: 432-7111 Michelle Bissonnette (HDR)
Go To Meeting: https://www1l.gotomeeting.com/join/975765945 Lydia Nelson (HDR) 081-029

The Conference Call commenced at 2:00 pm.

1. Roll Call
a. Federal
0 COE - Bill Baer
0 USFS-CNF — Christine Brown
0 USFWS — Neil Powers

O DNR - Lisa Joyal, Jamie Schrenzel
0 DOC - Deborah Pile, Bill Storm
c. MISO — No Representation
Minnesota Power — Jim Atkinson, David Moeller, Terri Bagwell
HDR — Lydia Nelson, Christina Rolfes, Michelle Bissonnette

2. Project Status
a. SharePoint
Christina R. inquired as to whether or not anyone had any difficulties accessing the HDR
SharePoint site, and if so, the agencies could contact Lydia N. or herself for assistance.
None of the attendees expressed concerns at this time.




b. Routing
Christina R. began the discussion by indicating that good progress was being made with

regard to routing and that the draft alternatives are complete.

c. Public Meetings

It was announced that the next round of voluntary public meetings will take place April
15-26, 2013.

d. Routes to Agencies for Review

The question was raised as to the best method to get the routing information to the
agencies. LisaJ. indicated that she would prefer shape files. Jim A. indicated that there
is also the option of .pdf documents placed on the HDR SharePoint. The group
responded positively to the .pdf idea. It was also suggested that after the individual
agencies reviewed the routes, perhaps an in-person meeting can take place to review
the routes on an individual-basis per agency. Christina R. indicated that an email can be
sent to the agency members when the items are available on the HDR SharePoint.

Following a question from a call-in member, the group was told that the corridors will
be presented to the public at 1 % miles wide, which is a starting point width, and is in
accordance with the statutes.

Christina R. indicated that agency feedback will likely not be incorporated prior to the
public meetings in April, as mailings will go out in about one month. The goal is to have
the routes as close to being final as possible by April 1st. The public meetings are
scheduled for April 15-26, 2013.

Based on a comment from a call-in member, the group discussed the need to be
particular on the terminology that is used as the routes are narrowed down.

3. State/Federal and Federal/Federal Coordination
a. MOUs
The need for coordination between the state and federal agencies was discussed, with

the Memorandum of Understanding(s) highlighted relative to the federal process.
Jim A. inquired how many consultants the DOC Request for Purchase (RFP) was sent out
to. Deborah P. indicated that the RFP was published in the State Register and on the

Department of Administration website.

b. Points of Concurrence (COE)




Lydia N. began the discussion on the Points of Concurrence (COE). Bill B. indicated
that the alternatives take into consideration the least amount of damage. Lydia N.
indicated that with regard to the Certificate of Need (CN), consideration is being
given to have a section for the 404(b)(1) of the CWA. Lydia N. further indicated that
she will route a draft to Bill B. for review.

c. Coordinating Public Involvement
Lydia N. indicated that the process between DOE and MP is in place to keep matters
smooth for the public, and asked if anyone on the call had any comments regarding
this item. Meeting with the DOE will occur within 45 days of the application;
approximately late June. David M. further confirmed that it would be at least one

month.

d. NEPA/MEPA Document Coordination

e. Section 106 Consultation
Section 106 was going to be discussed, however, without representation present, Lydia
N. decided to table this agenda item for a future conference call.

4. Schedule
a. Certificate of Need
David M. indicated that there are still some business matters and MISO study issues that

need to get resolved before the Certificate of Need (CN) Application is submitted.

b. Letter of Intent
The Letter of Intent to the DOE was also discussed.

c. Public Meetings
The group was reminded that the public meetings will take place April 15-26, 2013.

d. Protocols for Cultural, Wetlands, and Biological Resource Studies
Lydia N. stated that these protocols are being reviewed internally and will then be
routed to the agencies. It is anticipated that a draft protocols should be ready for
agency review/discussion at the end of this month.

5. Information Needs
a. Anything New we need to know about?
Lydia N. asked the group to let her know if there is anything that needs to be discussed at

future conference calls.




b. Biological Survey Data for ‘Missing Counties’

Jamie S. was wondering what website was currently being used for DNR — survey data
on the data deli was recently updated. After some discussion, Jim A. recommended that
Christina R. talk with Gerry Sjerven (Environment Services, MP) for updated websites.
Christina R. indicated that she will copy Rian Reed on these efforts.

DNR Rare Features does not have 2012 data incorporated. Lisa J. indicated that she
could provide MBS data if we provide shapefiles. It is thought that the publicly available
update would be available this July.

HDR has set up a meeting with DNR Minerals for March 21. Ryan will be a part of that
meeting. HDR should copy Nathan and Ryan on meeting requests.

¢. New USFWS Easements
Lydia N. indicated that Fish and Wildlife provided correspondence indicating that they
are developing additional information regarding easements. Neil P. asked if HDR had
received any easement data beyond the Agassiz boundaries. Christina R. indicated that
nothing additional has been received. Neil P. further stated that they have been
working internally to identify easements that would include Tamarack, Glacial Lake and
other USFWS easements in Northern Minnesota and will make that information
available to HDR, with a target timeframe of possibly later this week or next.

d. Wetland Mitigation Opportunities

6. Questions
Jamie S. wanted to bring to the attention of the group that she had been made aware of some
confusion on the review process and if she can be of assistance, she is available. Jim A. questioned
where it is believed that the confusion is coming from. Jamie S. stated “Business First Stop”. David
M. responded by indicating that Minnesota Power will be meeting with the Business First Stop next
week.

With this being the second meeting of this group, Lydia N. requested that the members let her
know if the agenda items thus far have appropriately covered the intent of these meetings, as well
as if anyone has any other item(s) they would like placed on future agendas.

The Conference Call concluded at 2:45 pm.
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Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 3,2013 2:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Location: Meeting Host:  Minnesota Power
Conference Call 866.994.6437 code 432.7111 Jim Atkinson (218) 343-9119

Go To Meeting: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/455859880  David Moeller (218) 723-3963
Michelle Bissonnette (HDR)
Lydia Nelson (HDR) 081-029

The conference call commenced at 2:00 p.m.

1. Roll Call
a. Federal —
i. DOE — Brian Mills, Dave Smith
ii. COE — William Baer
iii. USFWS — Margaret Rheude
iv. ACHP —Lee Webb
b. State -

i. DOC - Deborah Pile, Bill Storm
ii. PCA—Jim Brist
iii. DNR — Nathan Kestner, Rian Reed, Joe Rokala, Jamie Schrenzel
MISO — No Representation
Minnesota Power — Jim Atkinson, Terri Bagwell, David Moeller
Manitoba Hydro — Patrick McGarry
HDR — Michelle Bissonnette, Lydia Nelson, Sean Tuohey

S0

2. Project Status/Schedule
a. Routing
Lydia N. referenced the email she sent to the group providing the various routing documents
that are currently available on the HDR SharePoint. She requested feedback on the shape files.

It was explained that the routing process has gone from study areas, to corridors, and then to
routes. Sean T. highlighted and explained two of the routes. Lydia N. requested that the group
communicate with her to provide feedback on these routes and any concerns the team should
be aware of.

Lee W. asked if there was any response from SHIPO. Lydia N. responded by indicating that she
believes that they are waiting for a letter from the DOE before they begin their involvement.
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Rian R. questioned the possibility of the GNTL routing team to meet with DNR separately to
review the routes. He also suggested that the other divisions of DNR be included in this
meeting. Jim A. concurred with such a meeting and deferred to Lydia N. as to the timing and
location of said meeting. Deborah P. would like to know when this meeting/conference call
takes place. Jaimie S. also indicated that her department is wanting to better understand the
routes. Deborah P. requested that they be kept informed on the various issues relative to
routing. Lydia N. is anticipating that they would like to have the agency comments by early-to-
mid-May.

Public Meetings

Lydia N. referenced the Open House letters that were sent out last week and invited the various
agencies to attend any of the Open Houses. She believes that a majority of the time spent at
these public meetings would be discussing routes with the public.

Lydia N. also mentioned the letters that were sent to the Tribal leaders regarding the Open
Houses.

Jim A. made the group aware that these public meetings are posted to the GNTL website and,
therefore, available to the public online.

Certificate of Need (PUC)

David M. updated the group on the Certificate of Need (CN), indicating that the filing of this
document is targeted for early June (2013). He also indicated that a Facilities Construction
Agreement needs to be worked through with regard to MISO.

Letter of Intent (DOE)
David M. provided an update on the Letter of Intent (LOI), indicating that filing of this document
is targeted for early May (2013).

Deborah P. reminded MP that they are there when they are needed.

3. State/Federal and Federal/Federal Coordination

State/Federal EIS
This Agenda Item was tabled for a future conference call.

b. Section 106 Consultation

Lydia N. provided an update to the group with regard to the Section 106 Consultation, asking if
DOE had any input that they wanted the GNTL Team to be aware of.

Bill B. indicated that he discussed with the Section Chief that at this point the USACE would not
be able to take the lead role. He further indicated that potential budget issues (related to
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sequestration) and the extent of existing project work are stretching their cultural resource
staff.

Lydia N. indicated that once the LOI is executed, then things can move forward. She further
indicated the COE would be beneficial in working with the Tribes at whatever level they can
afford, given their local knowledge and relationships.

Jim A. suggested that Minnesota Power may be able to assist with funding or staff to develop
documents and set up meetings necessary for Section 106. David M. indicated they are
working on a draft MOU (for the USACE and DOE) that may assist with identifying
responsibilities.

Brian M. indicated there would be a lot of support from the DOE.
4. Anything new we need to know about?

Margaret R. provided an update to the group with regard to USFWS’s involvement. She will be USFWS
lead and will coordinate comments/responses for the project.

5. Questions
Lydia requested comments, feedback, questions from the group on the meeting agenda and format.
She also indicated that at the next meeting, there would be a summary of the Open Houses that will
be held later this month.

The conference call concluded at 2:45 p.m.
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Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 1,2013  2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Location: Meeting Host:  Minnesota Power
Conference Call 866.994.6437 code 432.7111 David Moeller (218) 723-3963
Go To Meeting: https://www1l.gotomeeting.com/join/455859880  Lydia Nelson (HDR) 081-029

Agenda
1. Roll Call
a. Federal

Julie Smith and Ed LeDuc — DOE
Bill Baer — USACE
Neil Powers — USFWS
Virginia Laszewski — US EPA
0 Christine Brown — Chippewa NF
b. State
0 Stacy Kotch — MnDOT
0 Nathan Kestner — DNR NW Region
c. MISO
0 Paul Muncy — MISO
d. Project Team
0 Patrick McGarry — Manitoba Hydro
0 David Moeller — Minnesota Power
O Lydia Nelson, Dana Peterson, Christine Rolfes — HDR

O O OO

2. Project Status/Schedule
a. Public Meetings Summary

0 Attendees liked the format of the meetings, opportunity for early input, most think bringing in
hydropower is good, and the benefit of the tax base; overall, the meetings were generally
positive.

0 A number of people wanted Minnesota Power as their electric service provider

0 Landowners voiced concerns of impact to homes, health and safety issues, agriculture impacts
related to aerial spraying and gps, concerns about impacts to wildlife — though may provide
hunting opportunities.

0 Private landowners want us to go on public land, and vice versa - the project team emphasized
that both types of land will be considered and that continued consultation will occur with the
public and agencies.

1|Page
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3. Route review

a.

EPA stated that the maps provided are difficult to use — she received paper (11x17) and pdf copies

of maps used at public meetings; information from the website is difficult to use and access.

0 HDRindicated that we could provide a more detailed map book but that it would be several
hundred pages.

Action Item: HDR to send EPA more a better project map.

EPA points out that it appears the route alternatives use existing power line rights of way.

O HDR confirmed that it happens more in eastern end of the project area.

EPA asks why there is not a corridor east of International Falls for the border crossing from Canada

and if that would mean less impacts to Minnesota.

0 HDR indicated that Manitoba may not have authority in that province and it would be difficult
to get a permit.

0 MH confirms that it would not be likely and it is not an option to go through Ontario.

0 MP says that it wouldn’t necessarily be less impacts to Minnesota because of proximity to the
Boundary Waters, Voyageurs NP and other environmentally sensitive areas.

Project Team held meetings with USACE and DNR discussing routing

O EPA requested copies of meeting minutes.

O DNR offers that the they are willing to provide EPA formal and informal comments to date on
the project; DNR did not send a representative on an official capacity to the open house
meetings.

O DOE requests that if the MN DNR is sharing information with the EPA, that it would also be sent
to DOE.

Action Item: HDR to provide meeting minutes to EPA and DOE.

EPA asks if the project team can clarify whether the project is in an official NEPA Scoping process?

0 HDR explains that the project is not in a formal process, but rather a pre application/
information gathering stage. HDR encourages everyone to be reviewing routes and send
comments to the project team.

0 DOE indicates that this is prescoping, but is an attempt to be involved early in the process as
the project is developed.

O HDR explains that right now the project team is compiling all comments and entering them into
the database and will use all comments received in the next phase of the routing process in
order to put the best route forward in the process.

0 HDR says that it might be a lot of work for agencies but the sooner the team knows about
constraints and flaws, the easier it will be to get a viable route

DOE asks if there will be documentation on how the comments during prescoping are used to

inform the further refinement of the route? Is there any plan to produce a summary of the

comments that feed into potential criteria to refine routes? Having that summary would be a

source of feedback for the agencies to look at to know about what the public is saying.

0 HDR replied that the project team will create a document summarizing the meetings to
highlight the details of the meetings and general type and number of comments received

2|Page
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MP restates that it is not in an official process but there may be a way to include a summary of

the comment process in a future application.

g. DOE says there may be limits with agencies on what feedback can be given due to it being an
informal and pre application stage and it may might not be proper to solicit feedback from federal
agencies because it is not a “formalized” process.

(0]

MP understands the point; the Project Team will keep that in consideration moving forward.

h. EPA asks DOE if the meeting minutes generated from these calls and meetings will be part of the
EIS. EPA indicates that the one set of meeting minutes she had an opportunity to review did not
accurately reflect her comments.

(0]

(0}
o

(0}

HDR indicates that changes can be made to meeting minutes if agencies feel their comments
aren’t accurately portrayed.

DOE responds that it is not in formal scoping stage, so they will not need to be included.

EPA questions why the agencies are-asked to participate in these meetings if information and
minutes may not be accurately reflective of comments made.

DOE responds by saying the agency recognized need for upfront coordination for the success of
the project and in trying to adhere to administration principles. Participation in these early
meetings is part of early coordination. DOE understands its not normal business-as-usual, but
they are trying to affect change. DOE offers to EPA that she can contact her at any time with
any concerns or questions and provides her phone number.

EPA thanks DOE for the offer. EPA mentions that correcting meeting minutes takes time and
time is limited especially due to Sequestration and mandatory furloughs. EPA recommends
that the first draft of the meeting minutes generated be as accurate as possible.

DOE iterates that if the minutes are part of the administrative record, then they should be
correct.

Action Item: HDR to provide meeting minutes to agencies for review prior to posting on the
SharePoint site.

4. Pre application consultation
a. DOC-CN Status

o

MP notifies the participants that the project will be submitting the Certificate of Need to the
Public Utilities Commission. Currently the schedule is being updated and the plan is to
implement the notice plan in order to notify various entities and landowners in certain areas
that the project will be filing an application. Mid June will be official start of the state process.
Project is working with Manitoba Hydro on business structure.

b. DOE
O Letter of Intent status

i. MP states the project has had conversations with the DOE and is planning to file the
Letter of Intent with DOE in May, and that will allow a certain level of federalization. The
LOI will indicate that the project intends to file a Presidential Permit application.

ii. DOE suggests that the LOl illustrate how we are communicating with the public and
getting feedback.

O Tribal

i. Tribal consultation is under Section 106 which is a separate process

3|Page
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ii. HDR says that the project has invited tribal staff and councils to public meetings and
notified them in the same way as an agency. There has not been much feedback. The
project may have to do additional outreach in trying to figure out how to get them
engaged.

iii. DOE offers that at this point she suggests to continue to reach out and that it is not
uncommon to continue to do so. She explains that sometimes there isn’t interest or
enough resources to pay attention to these projects until there are more definitive
routes. At this point, the project can keep them informed and offer opportunity for
input.

5. Questions
a. USACE updates the participants by saying the Corps has initiated to set up meetings with the DOE
in order to discuss Section 106 responsibilitied. Bill sent out a doodle poll to DOE personnel in order
to get something arranged.
0 DOE confirms that she has received the request, but that some key people at the DOE are out.
She says that it will be helpful for her and Bill to have an initial conversation so that they have a
productive meeting.

6. Miscellaneous Info

a. Working with DNR on biological data; have received some new information.
b. Wetland mitigation — let the project team know if there are any opportunities.
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